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FROM THE RABBI'S DESK 
 

Dear fellow mispallel, 
 

We all know what a dreidel is: A four-sided children’s top, with the letters nun, gimel, hei, shin 
written on its sides. Children play with it on Chanuka; it is a charming artifact of Jewish folk-tradition. 

And yet, our rabbis have taught us that Jewish customs – even seemingly simple Jewish customs – 
can, upon close examination, reveal unsuspected depths. 

And, in fact, one of the great Chassidic masters – R’ Tzvi Elimelech Shapiro of Dinov,  the author 
of the Bnei Yissachar – in a brilliant essay, demonstrates that there is profundity to be found even in the 
dreidel. I would like to share with you the basic outline of that essay. 

We begin with a vision that is found the second chapter of the book of Daniel, a vision that is 
shown to Nevuchadnetzar and interpreted by Daniel. This vision foretells the rise and fall of four 
kingdoms; four empires that would hold sway over the known world and dominate our people’s history. 
And our rabbis, in the Gemara and in the Midrash, identify these four kingdoms as Babylonia, Persia, 
Greece and Rome. 

Each of these four empires dominated the known world for a time; each one of them held our 
people in its power; and each of them confronted our people with deadly peril. 

However, the Maharal of Prague notes that while all these four empires contended with the Jewish 
people, each of them did so in a different way. 

Babylonia opposed itself primarily to the service of the Beis Hamikdash; and it was Babylonia 
whose army destroyed the first Beis Hamikdash. 

Now the Beis Hamikdash, of course, was the seat of avodah, the service of Hashem that was 
embodied in the sacrificial service. In the absence of the Beis Hamikdash the place of sacrifice is filled by 
prayer, which is also called avodah – avodah she’be’leiv, avodah of the heart.  

But whether embodied in sacrifice or in prayer, this service of Hashem is the very essence of the 
Jewish soul. And so we might say that Babylonia arrayed itself against the Jewish nefesh – the Jewish 
soul. 

The next empire with which we had to contend was the Persian empire, which took over from 
Babylonia. The Persians didn’t try to put a stop to the avodah; on the contrary, it was Persian kings who 
allowed the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdash under Ezra and Nechemiah. 

But it was under Persian rule that our people, for the first time, were put in imminent peril of 
physical destruction; it was a Persian king, Achashverosh, who issued the decree to annihilate all the 
Jews, old and young, men, women and children, on one day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month of Adar; a peril our escape from which we celebrate on Purim. 



And so we can say that Persia opposed itself to the Jewish guf, the Jewish body. 
  
Next in line was the Hellenistic empire of the Greeks. 
  
Greece represented a new type of threat in our history. For it was the Greek policy to seduce its 

subject peoples with Greek culture and learning and philosophy. It was under the Greeks that we first 
encounter the phenomenon of assimilated Jews, enticed away from our Torah by the allure of Greek 
intellectual attainments. And it was our resistance of this allure that we celebrate on Chanuka. 

So what was new in the Greek threat was its intellectual component; a threat that was sichli, 
intellectual. 

And finally, the last and mightiest of the Empires, the empire of Rome. It was Rome that 
destroyed the last Beis Hamikdash and drove us into the exile that we are still in, that our rabbis describe 
always as the Roman exile.  

And Jewish thinkers throughout history continued to describe our current exile as Roman, since 
the civilization in which we live is, in so many ways, the direct heir of Rome. Its peoples write in Roman 
script; they speak languages that are derived from the Roman language; they practice the Roman religion; 
and their institutions and culture trace a direct line of descent from the classical antiquity of Rome. 

And this Roman civilization, which has stood far longer than the other three combined, has 
opposed our people not only spiritually; not only physically; not only intellectually. Chameleon like, it 
has challenged us at different times in different ways; sometimes attacking the Jewish soul, by destroying 
the Beis Hamikdash and persecuting the Jewish religion; sometimes attacking the Jewish body in pogrom 
and holocaust; and sometimes opposing it intellectually, with the allure of its seductive culture and 
intellectual attainments. 

And so this last and most mighty civilization has opposed us in every way – its opposition 
embraces hakol. 

And yet it is our firm belief, as Daniel foretold, that ultimately the mission of our history – to 
attest to Hashem’s living presence in the world - will be fulfilled not only in us; rather, the whole world 
will be brought to recognize the unifying principle of His presence; and all the kingdoms of the world, all 
the nations of the world, will be brought into the orbit of service of Hashem, acknowledging him and 
serving him,  bringing their talents and gifts to serve Him together, body and mind and soul. 

And this, said R’ Tzvi Elimelech of Dinov, is the message of the dreidel. Each of its four sides 
represents one of these four kingdoms, which opposed us from different sides; and the four letters that are 
engraved on it stand for these four types of opposition: nun, for nefesh, the Jewish soul that was attacked 
by Babylonia; gimel for guf, the Jewish body that was threatened by Persia; shin for sechel,  the Jewish 
intellect that was challenged by Greece; and hei for hakol, the all encompassing, all embracing 
antagonism of Rome. But as we spin the dreidel the four faces blur together and unite around a single 
center; demonstrating our belief that ultimately all mankind will be brought together to unite around a 
common center, when – in the words of the prophet – beisi beis tefillah yikarei le’chol ha’amim, the Beis 
Hamikdash will be the unifyng center of prayer and service of Hashem for all the nations of the earth – 
speedily, in our day.  
  

Wishing you a wonderful Chanuka, 
 
   
 

Rabbi Eli Baruch Shulman 



FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
I have just returned from a wonderful vacation in Eretz Yisrael and thought I 
would use this venue to share a very memorable day of my trip. While in 
Israel I received an e mail from a neighbor of Rav Shulman who works on 
behalf of Peylim / Lev L'Achim. He informed me that Lev L'achim will be 
having breakfast in Flatbush to help support this most worthy Tzedakah with 
the participation, so far, of 22 shuls in our community and wanted to know if 
we would agree to join in with the other shuls. I wrote back that we would be 
glad to help in any way that we could knowing of the important work that 
they do in Eretz Yisroel in bringing Yidishkeit to those not yet part of the 
frum community. He wrote that since I was in Eetz Yisroel maybe I would 
have the time to see first hand some of the projects that Lev L'Achim is 
involved in and he also offered me the opportunity to meet with the Yoshev 
Rosh of Peylim/  Lev L'Acim Hagaon Rav Aaron Shteinman. I called 
Yedidye Hirtenfeld, who is also vacationing in Israel and we of course 
jumped at this great opportunity. We were picked up the next morning and 
were taken to a school in Neve Yaakov, a mostly non frum neighborhood of 
Yerushalayim where we saw firsthand the amazing work that they are able to 
do in this community. The volunteers go door to door trying to recruit 
children to attend this school and Baruch Hashem they have 180 students 
basically from non frum backgrounds receiving a Yeshiva education and then 
bringing their studies and experiences home to the rest of their families. The 
school is extremely successful and this program is just one of dozens of such 
schools all across Israel where this vital work is being done. Yedidye and I 
were led into one of the classrooms and when the teacher asked the students if 
they had anything to say to us one of the girls asked for a brocha from us that 
she should be successful in her limudim and that her father should be become 
frum. We were, needless to say, very moved by this experience. After we left 
the school we were taken to the apartment of Rav Uri Zohar who expends alot 
of effort on behalf of Lev L'Achim and is a most gracious and charismatic 
individual who is famous across Israel as one of Israel's most popular 
entertainers who some 30 years ago gave up his career and became a Baal 
Teshuva. His journey and story is fascinating and those of us who were on 
one of our shul's missions were enthralled with his story when we had the 
opportunity to have him speak to our group. We then left Rav Zohar and went 
to Bnai Braq where we davened Mincha with Rav Shteinman and afterwards 
were ushered into his room for a five minute meeting with this great godol of 
our generation. He impressed upon us the importance of Lev L'Achim and 
gave us brochas that we should be able to use our abilities to their utmost in 

bringing back thousands of Yidden back to the Torah through the work of Lev L'achim. Yedidye and I 
were very moved by this meeting and appreciated the zechus that we were able to meet with Rav 
Shteinman. We then returned to Yerushalayim and later that evening Yedidye and I went to the home of 
Mrs. Clara Hammer, who is affectionately known as the "Chicken Lady" to present her with a partial 
distribution of our Shemini Atzeres appeal on behalf of her Tzedoka. So far the proceeds of the appeal 
were in excess of 7000 dollars and Mrs. Hammer was extremely moved and appreciative of our shul in 
helping her to feed hundreds of poor families on a weekly basis. Yedidye and I were proud  that we could 
be the shelichim of our Kehilla in dispersing much needed funds that go directly to those in need.  
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 
  

I would like to thank everyone for sending in your dues and to those who haven’t yet done so, 
please do. A special thanks to Rabbi Yechiel Snow for his time and effort in giving the Women’s Shabbos 
Shiur. To those members who are going south, I want to wish them a very healthy, happy and enjoyable 
winter. 

Please remember to celebrate your s’machot by donating a leaf or a rock to our beautiful Rivka 
Trencher Simcha Tree. Call Amalia Rosenthal at 718-377-4872 or Noga Rudowsky at 718-377-6793. 
Thanks to these ladies for their efforts on behalf of Sisterhood. 

Sisterhood also has Condolence Cards available. Call Bonnie Gurewitsch at 718-377-0106 or Bess 
Moldovan at 718-252-4591. Please support Sisterhood’s fund raising efforts.  
I wish to extend to all a very Happy Chanukah! 
 

                                                 Bess Moldovan 
                                          President 
 

 
 

RIVKA TRENCHER SIMCHA TREE 
 

We would like to thank the following for their donation to the Rivka Trencher Simcha Tree: 
Rabbi & Mrs. Moshe Greenberg for their donation of three leaves in honor of the marriage of their 
grandchildren Esther and Yehudah Simcha Adler, Chaim Dov and Esther Malka Greenberg, and Avraham 
David and Hinde Greenberg 

 
The Sisterhood thanks them for their donation. Celebrate your s’machot by donating a lef or rock to our 
simcha tree. Contact Amalia Rosenthal at 718-377-4872 or Noga Rudowsky at 718-377-6793 for details. 

 
 

WITHIN  OUR  FAMILY 
Births: 
 

Mazel Tov and much nachas to: 
Rabbi & Mrs Snow on the birth of a granddaughter 
Rabbi and Mrs. Menachem Davis upon the birth of a grandson. 
Mr & Mrs Heshy Sobel on the birth of a grandson 
Mr. & Mrs. Naftalee Zomberg on the birth of a son. 
Mrs. Mr. & Mrs. Michael Miller upon the birth of a granddaughter 
Mr& Mrs. Arthur Perlman upon the birth of a granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Abramson upon the birth of a granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. David Tepper upon the birth of a great granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Weiss on the birth of a grandson  
Mr. & Mrs. Yedidye Hirtenfeld on the birth of a granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Avi Roth on the birth of a daughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Erwin Lazar on the birth of a great grandson. 
Mr. & Mrs. Dovid Yaari on the birth of a granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Yisrael Rabinowitz on the birth of a granddaughter 
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Lieberman on the birth of a grandson 
 



Bar Mitzvahs: 
 
Mazel Tov and much nachas to: 

MR. & Mrs. Elliot Neustadter on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Mordechai Reiser 
Dr. & Mrs. Meir Fuchs upon the bar mitzvah of their son, Daniel Ari. 
Rabbi & Mrs Sidney Berman on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Avrohom Berman 
 

Engagements: 
 
Mazel Tov and much nachas to: 

Rabbi Dr & Mrs. Joel Rosenshein on the engagement of their grandson Tzvi Mordechai 
Kornbluth to Ms Shifra Lieberman. 
Rabbi & Rebbetzin Greenberg on the engagement of their grandson Chaim Dov Trencher 
to Miriam Hanover 
Mr. & Mrs. Tzvi Ovitz on the engagement of their son 
Rabbi and Mrs. Zvi Chaim Pincus upon the engagement of their daughter. 
Dr & Mrs. Mechel Wiedekehr on the engagement of their daughter 
 

Marriages: 
 

Mazel Tov and much nachas to: 
Mr. & Mrs. David Stern on the marriage of their daughter Shayna to Shua Statman 
Mr. & Mrs. Mechel Wiedekehr on the marriage of their son 
Rabbi & Mrs. Greenberg on the marriage of their grandson Chaim Dov Greenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Doniel on the marriage of their son , Avrohom David. 
Rabbi & Mrs.Greenberg on the marriage of their grandson Avrohom David Greenberg 
Rabbi & Mrs. Moshe Greenberg. on the marriage of their granddaughter Esther Greenberg 
Mr. & Mrs. David Stern on the marriage of their daughter Shayna to Shua Statman. 
Rabbi & Mrs. Sidney Berman on the marriage of their granddaughter Kayla to Yitzchok 
Wieder 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Estelle Stein on the marriage of their son, Chaim.to Rochel Stern 
Mr. & Mrs. Teddy Reichman on the marriage of their granddaughter Fraidy 

 
Condolences: 
 

We extend our sincere condolences to: 
Mr. Yakov Suslovich on the loss of his mother, Mrs. Hattie Suslovich 
Mr. Yakov Suslovich on the loss of his brother, Mr. Eliyahu Suslovich 
Mrs. Rae Reimer on the loss of her sister, Mrs. Anne Kleinfeld 
Mr. Naftalee Zomber on the loss of his father, Mr. David Zomberg 
Mr. Larry Nussbaum on the loss of his father, Dr. Hans Nussbaum 
 

May they be comforted among the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



NCYIjobs 
 
The National Council of Young Israel has set up NCYIjobs as a free e-mail based employment 

bulletin board to assist those in the Jewish communities in the United States, Israel and around the world 
in seeking employees and employment. You might want to review the resumes at 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NCYIjobs/messages or post your requirements at 
NCYIjobs@yahoogroups.com and/or subscribe at NCYIjobs-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 
 
 
 
 

News Briefs 
Anyone who has not been getting recorded messages from the shul (or wants to verify that their 

number is on the list) should contact Ira Rudowsky at 718-377-6793 or send an e-mail to 
ira_rudowsky@hotmail.com and include the name and phone number to be added. May all our announcements 
be for simchas.  
 

The Young Israel of Midwood, like many other shuls, maintains an e-mail list. In order to better 
serve our members, we would like to update our members' e-mail addresses in order to notify you of 
important upcoming events and items of interest to the Jewish community. Please contact David Stern at 
(phone) 718-258-8090 or (e-mail) vroom45@aol.com or Steve Kahn at thekahn5@hotmail.com. 
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