Parshas Toldos 5764

These last few weeks the nir'wno have been very busy with nITw. Last week,
the 11T'w between pny' and npan; next week, the 1w between apy' and 7n1 and
nX72. And this week, also, although we talk about it less, there is also a )1T'w in
the nwno — between 1rwy and the daughter of 7xvnw'. A very IT'w yooxoyaly; its
surprising the n1>Tw didn’t think of it sooner. On the one side, 'wy the nxin, on
the other side, 7xynw' the nTx X19; really [9an '21ya 9an 121y, The mind almost
boggles in imagining the nann.

So today, as we read of the union between 1'vy and 7xynw, it might be
appropriate to consider the character of these two naninn.

You all know the wnTn that when n"apin was about to give the Torah to us, he
first offered it to the children of r'wy and 7xynw'.

Says the wnTn:
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Why did rwy and 7xynw' refuse the Torah? Says the wam in niynw iR
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So 1rwy refused the Torah — because nx1n X7 is the antithesis of what he
represents, and 7xvnw' refused the Torah, because 71an X7 is the antithesis of
what he represents.

8w 77, of course, accepted the Torah. And what words did they use when
they accepted it?

ynwll nuyl.

There is a fascinating Vilna Gaon, who connects the refusal of rwy and 7xvnwr,
and our acceptance with the words ynwal nwy), in a most unbelievable way:

The waw of nwya is nwy, which is the waw of 'wy’s name; and the waw of ynwa is
ynw, which is the waw of 7xynw'’s name. These two words, ynwal nwya, says the
Gaon, corresponded — to I'wy and 7xynw' — so that, in contrast to rwy, in
opposition to 'wy, we said nwya, while in contrast and opposition to 7xynw', we
said ynun.

What does this mean?



There are two dark impulses that man harbors in his heart — the urge to unbridled
pleasure and gratification, and the urge to violence. From the very beginning of
history these two impulses have accompanied man — jlwx1n n7x fell when he
could not refuse himself the gratification of the nyTh yy; and |'p fell prey to the
impulse to do violence. The n1i1wxn call these two urges 10y and 1ixn; Freud,
who was intimately familiar with all the dark places in human nature, gave them
names from Greek mythology: Thanatos — the personification of death - and
Eros, the personification of desire.

Irwy, the Tx w'N, the hunter, epitomized the urge to do violence. And therefore
the Torah — which gave the world the imperative of nxn x7 — could not be given
to rwy. 7xynw' — whom nnw sent away because she saw him yznxn, literally,
fooling around — epitomized the urge to unbridled pleasure, which expresses
itself in robbery — the license to take whatever | want, even if it doesn’t belong to
me, because my pleasure and my desire overrides everything else — and so the
Torah — which contains the imperative of 211an X7 — could not be given to 7xynw.

However, it is axiomatic that everything that n"ap7n created has a purpose. And if
n"apn created within us these urges — the 1oy and the nixn - Thanatos and
Eros — then they have a purpose too. Because of properly channeled and
harnessed, they can become positive forces.

The Gemara tells how n'71man no1d 'wax wanted to eradicate the yan 1x' of nimy,
to bottle up Eros. And they saw that the chickens stopped laying eggs, people
stopped having children — even xnnynwT XniTN, the joy of learning, disappeared
— and so they had to release the yan 1x'. Eros, the urge to pleasure, to sensual
experience, to self-gratification, is tied up with the capacity for joy; a person who
is so desiccated that that he can’t experience pleasure, cannot experience joy,
even spiritual joy, even the joy of KnnynwT XnUTN. N2ITAN NO1 Wik discovered
that if you stop up the wellspring in the psyche that feeds Eros, you stop up the
capacity for joy. The spring has to be channeled in the right direction, not
stopped up at the source. (This was an insight that was rediscovered by niTon.)

And just as Eros has two aspects — a negative aspect and a positive aspect — so
too Thanatos. The 10oy>n ¥, the urge to violence, is the desire to impose my will
on the world around me. It is the urge to conquer, to destroy whatever stands in
my way. It is the urge that drives men to war, and to the most terrible acts. And
yet, it, too, has a positive aspect. The same wellspring in the human psyche that
urges men to violent conquest, feeds the urge to change the world for the better,
to impose our vision and the world, to build and invent and create. It is drive, and
ambition, and energy, and action. It should not surprise us that many great
conquerors were also great lawgivers — Charlemagne, for example, and
Napolean.



And here we come back to ynwi nwyi. nwyi, we will do the nixn of the Torah,
and vnwa, we will hear it, we will listen to its music, and study its precepts. The
Vilna Gaon, | hope you remember, connects nwyi to — 1rwy, it is the
counterweight to 'wy; and ynwa to — 7xynwy, it is the counterweight to 7xynw!.
And | would suggest that what he means — as far as we can grasp it — is this. 1rvy
could not receive the Torah because he epitomized that will to violence that
cannot be bound by nxan x47. But 78w 775 were able to take that same impulse
and discover in it the positive force of action, and courage, and energy, and will,
to implement n"apn’s nu¥n in the world. They took that drive and channeled it
into the first nixn of the 1y |n71Iw — X120 nmiav? mxd Naany, to rise like a lion to
serve the y"wan.

7xynw' could not accept the Torah because he epitomized that desire for
pleasure that could not be bound by 11an x%. But "xw' 775 were able to take that
desire for pleasure and discover in it the positive force of xnnynwT XxnuTN, the
pleasure — the unparalleled spiritual pleasure — of deep Torah study — of 'n 'vown
17 nnwn D',

And so our response, our answer to I'wy is nwya; and our answer to 7xvnw' is
ynwa.

'y and 7xyner are, of course, not only people out of history. Each of them
fathered great peoples: 'wy was the father of niITx, and ultimately, according to
7"tn, of Rome and, hence, of Europe, which is the heir of Rome. And in the
blood-soaked earth of Europe we see the footprints of 'wy, whose whole being
opposed the idea of nxn x4.

And 7xynw' was the progenitor of the Arab people, whose whole energy is
devoted to robbing us of what is rightly ours. And in their words we hear the echo
of 7xvnwr 12’s refusal to accept the nixn of 21an x4.

Historically, Europe and Araby — rrwy and xynw' — were enemies. We all know of
the crusades in which they contended for centuries.

However, the n"ann in n'n nnax writes that before the advent of n'wn, rwy and
7xynw will unite against us. And the Vilna Gaon writes that that union was
foreshadowed by the wedding between 1r'wy and the daughter of 7xynw'.

And indeed one of the most important developments of contemporary history is
the great merging of Europe and Araby — demographically, culturally and
politically — all annealed with the glue of anti-Semitism. And anyone who is at all
sensitive to these things cannot fail, witnessing this, to hear the words of the
Gaon echoing in his ear.

And so today, as we read in the nwn9 of the wedding of 'wy and 7xyvnw', and as
we read in our daily papers of the increasing union between their descendants,



let us strengthen ourselves in that great resolve which is our answer to them —
ynwil nwya, to devote ourselves as much as we are able to the study of Torah
and to the pursuit of ni¥n, individually and as community ...

And through the power of our ynwi nwyi, we will overcome both rwy and his
son-in-law 7xynw', until that when 'n% nn'ai L, 'wy A0 DX VOYWYT ('Y NN D'Y'wUIM 171
noI7nn.
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