Parshas Shmos 5764

Moshe’s mission begins with a vision of a burning bush, on fire but not
consumed. That must have been marvelous and moving to behold. | know that it
was; because we on our mission to 78w yax saw the same thing. And | want to
share that vision with you.

The Torah describes the scene as Moshe first beholds the bush:
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The pasuk seems to emphasize nwn's decision to go and look at the mv. It might
simply have said: ... ''x 'n K1 nix17 101 . Why all the detail: Moshe decides to
go and look, and 'n sees that he is going to look, and so on.

The xninan wn elaborates on this emphasis and says:
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In other words, n"apn revealed himself to nwn because he took the trouble to go
and see the burning nio.

Why was that so praiseworthy? Who wouldn't go and see such a marvel, if only
out of curiosity? Why should that deserve reward?

| believe that the answer is that Moshe understood that something of tremendous
significance - something not of this world - was taking place at the nio. That
much he could tell - and sense -even from afar. He knew that if he went to see it
he would be face to face with a spiritual revelation. But he also knew that in
nimnN you can't just be a sight-seer. The n1dw in the mo is not a tourist
attraction. For Moshe to go and see it would mean for him to be changed by it, to
have his life changed, perhaps beyond recognition. And that might have given
him pause.

But he went anyway. nxaxiI X2 n11oX X'l... - he was prepared to go and see
something that would change him, that would change his life, that would change
his destiny. That was a fateful and a courageous decision. And because of that
decision n"apn revealed Himself to nwn.

One cannot see the nwxa 1yia mo and not be changed. One cannot see the
bush standing up to the fire and be unmoved. One cannot see the ni1bw on
fire and remain indifferent.



We went to 7xw' yax last week to see extraordinary things. And we did. We
went to be moved, and we were.

But the most extraordinary things that we saw were the people: People whose
courage and whose mimx and w91 nnron for 78w yax is beyond imagining. We
visited communities that are under constant fire, and yet remain undaunted.

They are the wxa wia mo, the bush that is engulfed in fire, and yet is not
consumed, and continues to flourish and grow. And we were privileged to see
them.

And every one of us was changed by that sight.

Every day that we spent in 7x v yax was a revelation, but perhaps the most
incredible day was Sunday, when we traveled to the Jewish communities of wia
q'v7, in the Gaza strip.

We saw Jews living in tiny communities - 200 families, 80 families, 60 families,
13 families - surrounded by a sea of murderous enemies, and fortified only by
their conviction and their faith.

We saw the people of nxi, 63 families surrounded on all sides by Palestinians,
the only access road attacked so often that it can only be traversed by armed
convoys. And we met their children, wonderful y*Tuy'an children, and they sang
for us, and we danced with them. And we got back into our armored bus and
waited for the armed convoy to take us back.

And we looked back and marveled at that 721x 113'X naon1 wxa i no.

We met the people of ninT 192, like 7'k 72 71Ikw ", who leads a 771> of young men
studying for n>no. And he showed me his house, where he has been living for a
year, and the marks of the four mortar shells and the one Kassam rocket that
have fallen right around his home in that year. And he told me how convinced he
was that the n71xa was taken place around us, and how grateful he was to be
part of that process.

And they too are a 731x 111'X N10N1 WX WIA N10.

We traveled to o'n nm'w, a tiny village — less than a village, two rows of
abandoned Egyptian buildings, 6 km from the Egyptian border. Four years ago
four young people took them over, after terrorists killed their friend. That is a
common pattern in the territories - after a Jew is killed, his friends put up a new
settlement, in defiance. Now, four years later, there are 13 young families in n'w
n'n, perched on the beach, surrounded on all sides by Palestinians - even the
beach side is dangerous, because terrorist can come in by boat. | cannot forget



the sight, as we left, of a young mother swinging her baby as she turned back
towards that tiny cluster of buildings, surrounded by implacable enemies.

And she, too, is part of that 721x n1'x n1on1 wxa “ia no.

We talked with a social worker who works in q'op wia, and he told us of the
pressure of living under fire, of women who make sure their house is tidy each
morning, so that in case they are killed in the course of the day people will not
come into their homes and find them messy; of teenage children who wet their
beds each night; of 3,800 mortar shells that have fallen on the small towns of
Gaza since September of 2000; and of the incredible courage of people who
remain, and the many new families who have moved in, despite the fear and the
terror. Incredibly, there are more young people waiting to move in than there are
homes available.

Nor is such w91 nnron limited to o wia. On Tuesday we traveled to nnw, and
we stopped in omiTp, where we spoke with the head of the town council, Daniella
Weiss. She described how she first went to settle in v, with four sleeping
bags for herself, her husband, and their two small children. And now, her children
are following in her footsteps, staking out communities on hilltops. And she told
us how her son-in-law was killed, when a terrorist snuck into her daughter's
home. And she told us how her daughter was in the house, hiding behind a desk,
holding her hand over her small daughter's mouth to keep her from betraying
their presence. How she saw the terrorist's shoes, saw him turn away, at which
point she ran out of the house. And she told us, with tears in her eyes, that her
daughter had married again, and that she was the |pTw. And she explained to us
despite what they happened her family remain in nnw, because if Jews run in
NNy, in the heart of 7xw' yaK, then they will soon be running everywhere.

And she and her family are also a 72i1x 112'" N10NI WX 1A N0,
And one cannot see that without being changed.

| know that | was. | will not be able to read of terrorist attacks in Israel without
thinking of those many victims whom we met and who shared their stories and
their tears with us; | will not be able to read of children under fire without thinking
of those bright young faces in nnxa; | will not be able to hear the word
settlements without thinking of the brave people of ninT 193, and o'n na'w, and
n'niTp, and all the other places that we saw.

| do not know if the settlements are wise; but | do know that their people are
unbelievably brave, and that they are filled with wo1 nin'on for the land of Israel
and its people. w91 ninron that powerful has to be considered a historic force in
its own right. Indeed, the Gemara in nip>1a says that w91 nn'on has the force to
effect miracles.



And if that is so, then we can expect miracles in 78w yIx.

| hope and pray that they will come soon, and that just as the wxa wia nio that
nwn saw was the harbinger of n7Ixa, so too this wxa qwia nio that burns today in

78w yar will portend the n7ixa for which we yearn, when nmxn yaxn qnxx mo
[AX ,NIX791 IRON.
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