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Muktzeh I:
Basic idea of muktzeh:

1. Basic idea of n¥py: Whatever we handle on Shabbos has to be prepared for Shabbos
use - 12, ready. The opposite of 121 is N¥PM - set aside, not ready at hand to be used on
Shabbos.

According to Rashi, Xn»xT), from: w02 9UN NN 1O Ywwin 0112 7M. Most Rishonim
disagree and maintain it is only Pa91n.

Reasons: Rambam: 1) To enhance naw nnmn. 2) Lest, by handling objects that are used
for non-shabbos types of activities, they violate max9n. 3) So that the idle classes, who
don't work anyway, would be able to demonstrate their naw NN in some way.

Ra'avad: As a safeguard against nxsN.

2. How prepared does it have to be? Fundamental np,>mn. R' Yehudah: There must be
intent to use it for Shabbos. Things that were put away for storage in an attic are nspmn.
R' Shimon: There doesn't have to be active intent. Even items in an attic aren't n¥pm. It's
only N8 if there's some objective reason or factor that made it unprepared for Shabbos
use.

Later we will learn of various objective factors that make something muktzeh according
to R' Shimon.

The halachah on Shabbos follows R' Shimon. According to some Rishonim, on Yom Tov
we pasken like R' Yehudah. Other Rishonim disagree. 11 9>vn we pasken X2pb but
1592 POy NN NN, Later we'll see one way in which 210 0 is more 91N even
o).

3. Another rule: In order to be considered 12y (not N¥P1I) must be 91 at onset of
Shabbos.

So, for example, if a lamp was burning at the beginning of Shabbos, and then went out. it
remains muktzeh. (We're talking about an Aladin's lamp that has various uses, and would
ordinarilly not be muktzeh, but because it's burning at the beginning of Shabbos and
could not be used then it remains muktzeh for the remainder of Shabbos.)



Muktzeh 11
Various types of muktzeh:

Last week we learned the basic concept of N¥pP: N¥PM means an item that was not
prepared for Shabbos use. The no5n follows R' Shimon that there must be some objective
factor that renders it unprepared.

Some objective factors that might render something nsppm: (Note: This is not an
exhaustive list.)

1. An object that is neither food (edible) nor a utensil is by definition not prepared for use,
much less for Shabbos use. This is called 191 nnNn N8P, Example: Sticks, stones. Also:
money.

One can render these ©*92 prepared by making some physical change in them, or
by designating them for permanent use. For example: He designated a stone as a
paperweight (before Shabbos!).

Inedible food is N¥pPm. Examples: Raw meat. Raw oatmeal.

2. An item that cannot be used without violating some 79 X. This is called nnnN N¥PIN
7o, Example: ¥nn on Pesach.

3. A utensil that has no plausible Shabbos use at all. Example: Blank paper. (Nowadays
when we don't use it 1>MYY 9 Sy NKY.) Computer. Camera.

4. Items that might have a plausible Shabbos use, but are too valuable to be used that
way. Example: A chalaf. A scalpel. They have conceivable Shabbos uses, but are too
valuable for that use to be considered plausible. This is called ©2 7ON NNN NEPIN.

What makes this N8P is that its value limits its plausible use to the non-Shabbos
function (shechting, surgery). Expensive crystal is not ©>> Y700 nnnn NP since the
use that it is limited to (drinking) is a Shabbos use.

Important rule: The determining time is mMwNWN 2, the advent of Shabbos. Anything not
91m then is N¥pm. For example: Oatmeal was raw mwnwin P2 and then a ») cooked it
(even assuming there is not poblem of ©15y Y1) it remains N¥pPM. Fragile utnsil
become broken (but still usable) so there's no longer ©»5 799N nonetheless it remains
NP,

Idea behind this: nspm by definition means not prepared for Shabbos use. Since at the
beginning of Shabbos it wasn't prepared (because of the objective factor that existed then)
it is NP,

Please note: True N3P cannot be moved even )Py 101 TN8Y! If there's raw oatmeal
in the cupboard it cannot be moved with one's hands in order to get to the cereal behind it.
(We'll talk about other ways of moving muktzeh - without one's hands - next time.)
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There are many items that have plausible Shabbos uses, but their primary use is a non-
Shabbos use. Example: A screwdriver. A hammer. A pot that is used primarily for
cooking, not serving. A pencil. Since they have plausible Shabbos uses they are not true
NN - although they are colloquially called N8, they really belong to a different
category: MR MONINVY 3. These have more lenient rules; they can be moved 71%>
MPm 9. We will address this more fully a different time.



Muktzeh II1
How can one move muktzeh?
1. 780 M 5050 is permitted NYPIIN TNYD RO IMNN 127N TN,

These is based on a Gemara: If there was a stone left on a barrel of wine, he may tip the
barrel over so the stone will fall or even - if that is not possible - lift up the barrel and
move it to someplace where he can tip it and allow the stone to fall. This is permitted
because a) he's not handling the muktzeh directly and b) he's not doing it for the sake of
the stone but, rather, for the sake of the barrel. Note that even when these criteria are met,
where tilting is possible that is the proper procedure; only where it isn't feasible then he
can actually lift the barrel and move it.

2. Practical example: Nut shells and egg shells on a tablecloth. They are nxpm, but he
can pick up the tablecloth and shake them off, since he's not handling them directly and
his primary purpose if to clear the table.

The 170 says that in the case of shell on the table he can even take a knife and scrape
them off the table. Since he's not handling them directly it's 781 y2 Y105V and his purpose
is for the sake of the table.

The v~ min disagrees. He reasons that the basis for the 910 of 731 Y9 91050 is that the
act of 9105V relates the 9n1HN 927 and not to the nspPm. Thus, in the Gemara's case, since
he only touches the barrel and his intent is for the barrel's sake the act of 91050 relates to
the barrel, and the motion of the yax is merely a by-product. (That's what 780 y means in
this context.) But in the 10's case the 91050 is not directed at the knife but at the shells.

3. The Gemara says that if there's straw on his bed he can move it with his body to make
it more comfortable and fluffy since it is 731 2 5 050. This seems difficult; why is this
787 1 905V since he's doing it for the sake of the straw (i.e. his motive is to arrange the
straw)?

The w7~y answers that since its 7> 9NND5 1901 its permissible even for the sake of the
NP,

The Ny and 273wn understand this to mean that since he's doing it with his body its
permissible even for the sake of the nyp itself.

The n7nn disagrees. He says the N7 means that he's not deliberately moving the nypm;
he's moving his body and the n¥p's movement is merely a by-product.

1Py According to the N1 and N19Y72 MWN one can move N¥PM deliberately with one's
body, even for the sake of protecting the n¥pm. According to the 831N one may not; only
if in the natural course of one's walking one brushes NP to the side its permissible.



4. nno5 the NN is correct in 8120, The N explicitly compares the case of moving
straw with one's body to the cases of 731 Y5 9)1050. But if this is just a blanket 971 to
move N¥pPM with one's body what is the comparison?

But according to the v~ N the comparison is this: Just as 7870 Y9 91050 is permissible
because the 51050 9oy is directed at the 97N, and the N¥PM's motion is just a by-
product, so too when he moves the straw the 91050 9y is the motion of his body to
accomodate itself in bed, and the movement of the v is a by-product.

According to the N> we have to say that whenever he moves something with his body
the 51050 9oy is the motion of his body and the object's movement is a by-product.

Important: All of the above applies only where the NP just happened to be lying on
the man. We can then say that the 91050 9oy is directed at the n>an. But if he
deliberately left the n¥p1 on top of the n>an then the nvan becomes a ©1031, a base for
the n¥pm. In that case the 91050 9oy is directed at the N8P itself, and T8N Y3 S0V
becomes forbidden. ( nYPoaN XINW NON Y7392 NP N0 NINY XY, 0702 P PANY N TITIMN
J7IRY NN NNNN NSPIN NV XDINT XONX TN 1 910507 9m>nn) This will be explained
more fully next week.



Muktzeh IV
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What creates a ©>021?

1. N8P was left intentionally. (If he intended to remove it before naw and forgot its
considered unintentional.)

2. If item was ©>02 during mwnwN 2 and then N¥P was somehow removed it remains
70oN for whole naw. The 290 Ty )N explains: Since at the beginning of naw there
was an objective factor - the fact that it was a ©02 - that prevented one from being
allowed to move it, it becomes DN NHNN NXPD.

3. ©02 can only be rendered with consent of owner.

4. If there is both >~ and 9m>n together on the ©01, then if the N8P is equal to or
greater than the 7m0 in M2 wn the base becomes a ©¥01a. Presumably maswn is
determined by value.

The oTx »n rules that if he needs the 970 on Naw that gives it greater Mma>wn.
That is the basis for relying on the m>n preventing the table from becoming a ©>©21 to the
candlesticks.

5. The o>poa dispute the following issues:

a. NIPN 777. If n¥pm was left intentionally but not deliberately - i.e. he just
happened to put it there for lack of a different place - e.g. items in a drawer - it is a
nonn whether or not it becomes a © 1. (NN X7HNM IO T7NNN) The N2 Mwn
says that where necessary one can rely on lenient view.

b. mawn ysnn. If the muktzeh item was placed on Shabbos itself: nponn if it
becomes a ©>0a. However, if another (equally valuable) item was then placed along with
it - or if the n¥pm fell off - it certainly reverts to being 9m . There is no INYPNNT WM in
this case.

c. Is there a concept of ©02 for a MNOINY NOININYW Y95? A PID in I3,



Muktzeh V
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1. If an item was mukzeh at the onset of Shabbos it remains muktzeh even if the
underlying factor that made it muktzeh is no longer in force.

Example: Something was a ©02 at the beginning of Shabbos. Even if a non-Jew
removes it, it remains NXPM.

2. If an item became NP in the middle of Shabbos then we apply the rule: nxpm PN
naw snY. This means that if the factor that causes it to be n¥pm is removed then it can
revert to being permissible. Example: Something became a ©©2 on Shabbos. If it is
removed it reverts to being permitted.

The Gemara has the following case: Something became inedible on Shabbos and then
became edible again. Since Nav *¥NY NP PN it reverts to being permissible.

3. Note, however, that while it was inedible it is n¥pM (this is explicit in the Gemara).
Likewise, while the n¥p item is on the ©01 it may not be moved, even though it
became a ©>02 on Shabbos.

Similarly, if something breaks on Shabbos, and is now not usable, it becomes nspmn.
(However, if it poses a danger - or even if it is disturbing - it can be moved as a Yv 97
»y; this is a special dispensation we will discuss later.)

4. na: A 9mn's knife after the N9 does not revert to being N¥PM since N¥PII PN
nawsnY. This seems difficult: After all - it is ©2 PION NN NP right now; it should
be like food that is inedible right now.

Explanation: naw »sn> N8P PR means that NR¥PN in NYT cannot take place on Nav.
Something inedible is N¥Pm not because of his nyT but because it is objectively unfit.
(Likewise ©>021 is an objective rule that the ©*02 is YV2 to the N¥pPm.) But a knife is
objectively fit; the nNX¥pn comes from his Nyt not to use an expensive 5Mn's knife for
other purposes. NN{PN in NYT cannot be N on Shabbos.



Muktzeh VI

1. Another category of muktzeh is nolad which is not prepared for Shabbos use since it
didn't exist at the beginning of Shabbos.

2. There are two types of nolad: 7 751 and ordinary 75v. On Shabbos only 9 151 is
muktzeh. On Yom Tov even ordinary 15 is muktzeh.

(The rationale is this: There are some opinions in Rishonim that even ordinary 751 is
770N on Shabbos, even though we generally pasken like R' Shimon. Furthermore, there
are opinions that on Yom Tov we pasken like 0> 7, in which case 9% is certainly
70ON. So these two possibilities are 470301.)

3. 7m) 151 is something that came into existence on Shabbos/Yom Tov. Ordinary 15% is
something that took on a new form on Shabbos/Yom Tov.

4. Examples of 1) 791: a) Ashes that were burned on Shabbos. b) Mil that came from a
cow on Shabbos. ¢) Eggs that were laid on Shabbos.

5. Examples of ordinary 751: a) Items manufactured by a non-Jew on Yom Tov. (¥ nta
179X DN NND) b) Bones left over from food which are fit for animals. Since they're
fit for animals on Shabbos they're not Ny (if he has animals around) but on Yom Tov
they're N8P since they are 750 (since they were originally in the form of human food
and now they became animal food.)



