Vayishlach 5763

Riddle: Many tefillos are arranged according to na q79N; for example, »awy MWN
NPINT DYIN ,DOWYNN DD DY NIN Y , T, and so on. But is there anywhere a n>an
that is arranged according to the n/»2 975N backwards?

12 Hhav NON

What a strange arrangement? Why should the composers of the n>*an have chosen
such a strange pattern?

Fascinating answer from nvn NN, in name of V”7wya. But to understand his answer,
we need to preface a few ideas.

Last week, we read how apy> left his fathers home to set out to yn. And his departure
is signified with the word xx». That word signifies his first step into a hostile world,
which will be far different than the YN~ of pny» and Npad in which he grew up.

There is a very cryptic statement from the 17th century 527pn R' Nosson Shapiro, the
mMpmy o, that Ny stands for: 99N NN APy N M. Yaakov stepped out into the
world with a vision of an 4>~ before his eyes.

On the other hand, this week we read how »wy, Yaakov's nemesis, comes to meet him
accompanied by 400 men. And the mpmy Nomn writes that these 400 men represent
the 400 forces of nnmw that surrounded ywy. You will remember that 400 is
represented by the letter 'n.

So, putting these two ideas together, we have apy> setting out into the world with a
vision of the letter 9o, and »wy setting out against him with a cohort of NNV
representing the letter 'n.

Another riddle:

Where is there a 199 containing five consecutive words, all starting with the letter
G79N?

S5V PONN PYN NTIN DIN DN,

The 9oy apy> MT9In quotes the vV”wya as having seen a tremendous significance in
this. The na q7on, he said, are not simply phonetic symbols. They are the
instruments with which n7apn created the world. (The N9n) speaks of the nvnIN
NINY DIV INI2) DN2AY). And their structure mirrors the structure of creation.

nN>2 proceeds in stages - MInNNN NIy, With every stage, more tangible, physical,
and n”7apn more hidden. ©5N5n, for example, created early in process, and live on a
plane in which n7apn is relatively revealed. We, who were created at very end of
process, live on a plane in which He is very hidden, to the extent that n795 is
possible. But even at this, lowest stage, He is present, it's just that he's hidden.



Beneath all the layers of nx» 2 that separate us, He is present and active. If we look
beneath the surface, deeply enough, we find Him.

Seforim express this idea by saying that each level of creation is a 119, a garment. A
garment hides the person who wears it, but he is always present inside and the
garment moves only by his will. Every subsequent level is another w125, within which
the previous ¥11Y is contained, and so on until the end of the process.

The same structure is in the 27N. 'X is one. 2 is two. Two, of course, includes one; it
contains one. One is inside of two - twice. So /2 contains two 99Ns. And /) contains 2
and N, or three N. All the way to n, which is four hundred, or four hundred s And
thus X represents the first step, the beginning, in which n”apn is most revealed. And
therefore we find that our rabbis in the Midrash refer to n”7apn as 05w bV 199N, the N
of the world. The next step is '3, which is a ¥1aY, in which the X is contained, and by
which it is hidden. And so on until n, which represent the end of the process, the point
of maximum hidden-ness, a world in which n”apn is completely hidden.

Every 1y that Y89 555 experiences is a InNoN, a moment when N7apn seems
distant, even absent. The very first N1 that the Jewish people experienced as a nation,
after their exodus from o181, was when ny19 and his army set out after them. With
that step Ny19 seemed to have undone the whole N>N) and set us back on the path to
slavery and death. 55w pHNX PYN PTIN DIN NN, the enemy said 1 will chase after
them, I will catch them, I will divide their spoil. What terrible, frightening words. And
yet, ultimately, we discovered that it was n7apn Himself who had instigated nyn9,
who had set him up for his greatest fall.

And therefore, said the v7wya, those very words, that seemed so threatening, began
each with 975x. To teach us that in them, in the nn¥ itself, hidden within, was 199N
oYy by, the X of the world.

And our greatest defense against N1y, whenever it comes, our bulwark and our
comfort, is to recognize that presence.

And so when apy> set out from the tents of Torah into a hostile and dangerous world,
when he took that first step of 2py> ¥, he took with him, said the mpmy nomn, a
vision. N¥>) - 99N NNX 2Py’ 8. He took with him a vision and a faith that whatever
would befall him, whatever trials he would face, he would see in it 99N N7y, the
source, the guiding hand of 05y YW 19N,

And in this week's nw19, opposing apy> comes Pwy with 400 men, representing, said
the mpmy noan, four hundred forces of Nxmw. Why 400? Because 400 is 1, and just
as apy> saw in everything X n7Y, YWy saw in everything n nMs. He sees a world that
is at the other extreme from 05y Yw 199X, a world in which Dby Sv 19N is
unimaginably distant, a world in which nothing exists but the physical, and man,
therefore, is an animal.

At that fateful meeting two visions contested. The vision of apy> who saw in
everything - even in the difficult passages of life - the living hand of o5y Y¥ 199N,



and the vision of »wy, with his 400 men, whose vision lay at the other extreme, who
saw a world completely divorced and alienated from the y»van.

And those two visions have contested ever since.

And now I can tell you what the nwn nnw said about naw nm>n. What does this nvan
go from n backward to N. During the week, he said, the world seems mundane, and
life seems to flow from X to n, away from oYy bv 195N, who lies way back at the
beginning of creation. But on naw we bring the world back. On naw we reverse the
process, by bringing ourselves and the physical world with us back to its beginning.
And so on Shabbos we move from n to N, going back to the source, origin and fount
of the world, back to o9y bw 1919N.

And that is really the mission of a Jew. We are, after all, still on that long journey that
apy> began when he set out so long ago - 2py> N¥”. And the vision that animated him
still animates us - 99X N¥ APy X M. In every trial and in every challenge he saw -
and we see - one thing, 02w Y 1I9ON at work.

And opposed to him - opposed to us - there is still Ywy and what he represents, with
his ¥~ MNN yaIN, with his vision, a vision of a n, a world that is far removed from
02w YW 9N, a world that is random and empty of meaning, in which life is cold and
brutal.

But if we have sufficient faith and vision we will see that even in the actions and
plotting of our enemies, even as they say Y5v ponNX PYN PTIN DIN NN, there is
always 02y YW 199K, hastening our enemies to their destruction and the world to its
goal.

And so we continue our journey. And each naw we renew that vision. Each naw is a
milestone on that journey, from n to N, 7PNN2IP N8I NAVY MON, back to Oy YW INOHN
, whom we will encounter clearly at the end of the journey, when M1 XN D2 N
NYYPI I P N3 PON, we will say on that day, here, this is our G-d, we trusted in
Him and He has redeemed us, x722.



