Parshas Vayeira 5763

This week's haftoroh begins with the story of the 0 231 »an nnNX NYK, the widow of an
unnamed N>2), who comes to Y¢YN to complain that her husband has died leaving her
destitute and in debt, and the creditor is coming to take her children as slaves in default of
the loan. And so yvw5« asks her what goods she has left in at home, and she tells him -
nothing but a flask of oil. And so y¥YNX has her collect utensils, pots and pans and
whatever she can get her hands on, and begin pouring oil from that small flask, and she
pours, and the oil keeps coming, until it fills all those pots and she has a houseful of oil
that she can sell and pay her debts and live on the remainder.

Who was this ©x>270 »an nnx NWX? Who was her husband? What was the background
to this deceptively simple story? For this we need to turn to 93n, and we need to step
back to a generation before.

At the beginning of 2 ©551n we read how after the death of SN9vw> o1 annN, when his
son the equally wicked o> came to the throne. And ax 751 ywon rebels.

So o1 makes alliance with N> 7on vawy. Fight for a week, goes badly. Army
thirsty, no water.

Go to ywHK, tells them to dig canals, which will miraculously fill with water. And
revived, they begin to beat back anm.

yv sees miracle, asks astrologers. They tells him: Their forefather was willing to
sacrifice his only son. So yvn says - [ can go one better. 791> WX 71520 NI X NP
NIV DY SYTH QNP O, IMINN BY N9 NV PINN.

MVP - he's willing to sacrifice for y7wan

And then comes the story of the D231 »21n NNX IWN. Says the VIPH: YV NMDT KONVON
NYY NNIND PTIAN NI 1PN 920 DONON 22 MWD NNN WX DMN. It was her merit, at that
dark hour, that saved them.

Who was she? And what was so tremendous about what she did?

9710 says she was the widow of m721y. Who was n>121y? Wrote a book in 77m. Also - 7
"mYTN. And - as we read in ©»5n 190, a courtier in the palace of annx. What a story his
biography would make.

It's really amazing - annN was busy killing all the ©>%>2310 %2 - how could he have 712y
n>230 working for him? Maybe he didn't mind so much because he was a 27X 93 - aRNN

figured it's OK for a non-Jew (by birth) to be so religious.

Anyway, we read in ©>991 that while annX was busy hunting the ©>x>2), 7 723y hid them



away in a cave, and supported them through the terrible famine that raged then.

From where did he have the money? 57in answer: He borrowed it from aNNN at interest.
What courage! What intrepidness! What kind of stories must he have fed annx to
explain why he needed the money!

Eventually, m>72wy dies, leaving a widow and children, and annx dies, and his son - the
equally wicked 09> - comes to the throne. And so D> comes to collect the money
712 owed his father. And his widow has nothing, so he demands her children. Let them
be brought to his palace, and serve him as their father served his father.

And so M7 NWN comes to Y¥ON. And at first he says there's nothing he can do. The
7717 cites a oM that she came 265 times and he wouldn't help. The king's word is law -
to fight it would be death. And there are worse fates than to grow up in the king's palace;
at least they will grow up in comfort, in luxury.

But n>7123y nwx won't make peace with that. Her children - n>721y's children - m>72y who
had dared so much in the y”wa9's cause - should be brought up in the idolatrous palace of
oM? Never!

And so, the w71 continues, she goes to the cemetary where n>712w is buried, and calls
out: own X! And a voice answers: Which own X7 do you mean? We have several »N
own here. And she says: The man who is described by as Txn bwn NX X - my husband,
m72w. And n>7aw tells her to go back to yeoN and tell him that there's some oil left
from the stores with which I fed those o n>2) with such dedication. And with that oil he
can perform a miracle. And he did.

Perhaps now that we know something about 7712w nwK and her story, we can undertand
better that w0, that it was the merit of 1>72y nwN that saved the Jewish people. At that
time, when 2N 791 yeIn had seemed to show that he could show more dedication, more
religious zeal, then the Jews - she showed what real Jewish heroism is. The heroism of a
woman alone, impoverished, destitute, facing up to the king who wants to take her
children away from v»pw N, and to stand up to his threats, to stand up to the
blandishment of the life of luxury and comfort he offers them, to stand up even to the
apparent resignation of the own N2, and to say - No! Come what may, my children will
be raised as their father the own 823 would have wanted them to be raised.



This is the kind of heroism, of real Jewish heroism, that many of us remember seeing in
our parents and grandparents, who came to this country and stood up to the threat of
unemployment if they would not work on Shabbos, to the blandishment of assimilation
into the enticing American culture, who stood up even to the resignation of many who,
while impeccably frum themselves, had made peace with the prospect that the next
generation would no longer maintain that heritage. And it took great courage and
dedication to stand up to all of that, and to say, like M2 NN - no! We will not give in
to threats, and to temptations, and to discouragement. And we are the fruits of their
victory.

And today, too, when we face the axm 791 ywon's of our generation, enemies who are
willing to sacrifice their children in the cause of their hatred, we have to show that same
kind of Jewish dedication that was epitomized by 72wy nwn. It still requires dedication
to be a good Jew. maw nnv is easier today than once upon a time, and M w2 is easier,
but success comes with its own nnyo). Certainly the temptations of 5t and nvay, of
dishonesty and immorality, are very strong today. The moral fabric of society has frayed
badly, and young people today face temptations and mv»o) that we never knew as
children. But we and they can continue to draw inspiration from those who have gone
before us, who like P 7121y NWN were quiet heroes of the spirit, and with the y7v2a's help
we will go on to raise future generations who will be, in their turn, T8 own DX XV, TY
N33 PN IN NN,



