Shabbos Shuva 5763

1. I said before mwn wxA that we would try to focus on ways to make our N2°9n more
meaningful.

Therefore, appropriate to talk today about one very important part of n>>am, to which we
attach great importance, and yet which most of us understand very poorly - namely v71p,
and, particularly, the central refrain of v>71{: 15 X217 PPPRW R

2. The Gemara in VP 9T NAY says: I NN D PYNP NI H52 NI NPAY KM YaX NINYN DI
T,

At this time when we want to undo any injurious y7-9%, Y0, it is particularly important
and relevent to understand what this n>>an is all about and why it should have such a
powerful effect.

3. Importance of vw71p expressed in another Gemara, in ) 97 M>92:
299112 DYV MANNND NNX NN YNDION ,TITA TONN NN NNX DY : DY 127 N, NI
YN1AY PDID INIWIY NYYI ... 13D TN ..ONDIN SNNMOY TY NNIN DY D 9D 10D NIV INMON XA
MIUN : IDINY TWRI IV NIN TINA WITPN TN DTN MNY R PHYY MYITH YN N1PDID
NIV HYN DI DD ONY NN, NN NZINY AND 1D NN ,TI INIA2INMN POOPNRY ToNN
.DMAN

Why specifically when they say this n>»an?

4. In fact, as we shall see, this NnY29n contains the most basic fundamentals of our NNN;
but we don't appreciate it, not least because it is in Aramaic.

Tosafos (ow m>572):
1PN 12 DY NIN DITH NAWY NN NDONY 9D TPHIN NYWHA W TP DN TOD DN HININY 111D ON
102 PRIPNN P DXININM 1P XOW DNIN N2

But this is difficult, as Tosafos themselves ask:

2y WO DNY M MDIN NN YNV NN INN N

5. We are reminded at this point of another n>>9n that we associate with the jealousy of
DYININ.
Tur VN »oO:
D270 NYNY YITNHA 27D THDY DI DIPA TV D2IYD IMITN TIAD OV THNA 19D IDWUNIA PINM)
12D DY T2 N7APND POIPN PIY NIYN PININ YNV YPID NWN NOYWI PHNNI NYIHI N9
PV TINKD NN NON A9 PN ANY DTRD NNYT 927N NN DXIYD YN TY ODWD YMOON
INMN DMININ MIYN D 195 TN TIN NYINA RIN I OVYPNN DX NY N INYNRD NN ToN SV
DYININD NRY 97 NXDNIN NN OIIN 77772 WND2A

And so we have an intimation of a connection between 97w and y'905wA.



6. The Gemara in ") 97 ©>nD9 has a different explanation of why we say 179152 quietly:

NN P DN APY XIPM +0N0 TPYRID+ : ¥IPI 12 PYNIVY 217 IIRT ,¥OPD 12 PYNIY 117 WITTD
DIVYY DN NNV : N .1V NN NPYNDON PN NP 112D MHD APy ¥pd .0dY NTIN) 1DONN
YN 11230 NN WY NNN RHOY PN YINY IRYNIY NNND YW DNIIND ,DIDI YNVNI v

NYY NMIND TAN NIN 122 PR T - TAX XON 7292 PRY DWI 1IIN TN /NNIPNON N IR
ND - IMINNI TV 27 : P IIIN CTYY DYDY IMODN TIAD OV TIN : IINY AN APY> NN
ORYNIINMN DN I IPPNN .APY 1IIN - 1NN KD )17 NWN NN

Question: Why was 2apy's response "905v1?

7. Zohar describes ynw as XY2ON XTI, and 17905v1a as NN X7, R' Chaim Volozhin
& Baal Hatanya explain this in deep, Kabbalistic way. But among the other things I want
to explore today is the possibility of explaining this distinction in a way that is close to
Vw9 and accessible to us.

8. One last item: Gemara in »> 47 N»N:
DY2INY +/NX INPIN+ TN TAN 1IN THND DY9)D WY DY) YW +1 )17PYWI+ I0IN THN 2IND
PRY YOI - 1ND , 0P YTPHRN TYAY 1032 - XD : WP K9 - 1DNY NNRY DX9)D Y2IN) DNNY 09
1NN 930 YOYNMIY 91992 ,09P wTpNnn ma

What is the significance of n»nn »235 VIWN?

~ To sum up our questions: (a) What is so significant and powerful about 97w, that
saying it )02 951 has the power to destroy a bad y7 71, and to cause the y7wan to say

T2 22 MIN POOPHY Tonn »WN? (b) Why are the ©ox5n particularly jealous of w1
and of Y9152, which requires us to say ¥ 1 in Aramaic and 905w quietly? (c) Why
was 1/91n5w3a Yaakov's resonse to his children's Yne ynvw? (d) Why is the meaning of
INNN XTINN NINDY XTINY? () What is the significance of nynin 935 vVN?

9. Translation of 97vn>: DINY M5Y) OYIYY T2 HYTHN MW d; let His great name be
blessed for all time.

What is 5y mw? In what sense is His name "big"? Famous? Is that a naw for G-d, that
He's famous?

10. Perhaps we can find the beginning of an explanation in a Gemara in 5 7 89Y: In
1 after each 592 they would answer y7591n5wa (not yX). The Gemara derives this
from the P1D9: 1PPOND 571X 12N RIPNR N OW .

So we see an equation: /905wa = ST.

Put differently: The N1 of 571 is synonomous with the N7 of M>35n, or of M35N 72>,

11. Same idea in »'n M>72 179 w7 Every N992 needs moYm) ow - unless it follow some
other No13, like the four m>92 of 11N N592. So where is the M29n in the first N592 of



NIYY MINY? Answer: Y10 Dpn. D¥yT) = Madn.

Of course, now we need to find the meaning - in our terms - of both these phrases.

12. Explanation: The central truth of Judaism - which ©nMan first proclaimed - is not
merely that the y#v21 is the most powerful Being; rather, that He is, ultimately, the only
power at work, which nothing gainsay. That everything that seems to be able to oppose
His will is illusory.

This is the idea that is exemplified in the P1Da: Ty PN ... 75229 HN MAYM DN NYT;
Ramchal explains: No other power.

That is His mo5n.

MooN 725 means that the world recognizes this truth. 7125 means recognition. When the
world recognizes Mmoo - that there is no other force besides His will - then there is 7125
modn.

own ow denotes how the world relates to Him. It defines our relationship (different mnw
= different relationships). When the world - Man - recognizes own maYn then His name
looms larger than every other fact. Then is v 51).

And that is the meaning of the equation that we saw in the Gemara in 8n)» between 57
and Ymo9n T15. That is why when we say in N9y "Hv - )N Ypn - it is the equivalent
of ooyn on.

13. On the other hand - when evil seems succesful then own ow is diminished. Hence yx
PoNY DY Iy NNNYY TY OOYW DYUN.

When evil strikes with impunity then m>51n is hidden.

So we have connected two major words in Judaism and in N2*9n: M2 and 7).

14.. The 57nm in the beginning of Mm»an nyT adds another important word to this
equation: TnN. We declare twice a day that 7PN 'n. On the simplest level, it means that
there are no other gods. But the 57nn explains that it means much more than that. It

means that there are no other forces at work in the world and that nothing can thwart that.

In other words, the fact that Hashem is 70« - the 57nn~ calls this his attribute of 7y, of
being 7NN - is exactly the same thing as the idea of his m39n.

15. Tremendous insight. This connects together three of the most impotant and powerful
phrases that recur, again and again, in our M>aN: YMS5N T2, VW NN, and THN .

16. What is more, the 5nn7 points to many ©>109 that demonstrate that the central



purpose of SN D95, its mission, is to attest to this truth. That is our central vocation.

Story about Brisker Rav, visited by American. "What are you?" "I'm a lawyer". And, later,
again: "What are you?" "A lawyer". Rav: That is not how a Jew answers. M) was asked:
TnoNo1n NN, and he answered: X7 N DIWN /N NN YDIN 2Y; that is our vocation in life,
to attest to his presence in the world, which is the basis of ©w Nx.

17. This revelation of His being Tnx = establishment of yma51n 7125 = completion of mw
91, will be fulfilled 57y> with the defeat of 2 20 representing the forces of evil and
the establishment of n>winn modn.

And therefore the NNy2) that describes M1 M) NNNDM in N7D P9 HNPIN’ 190 ends with
the words: /N N W D7 DN OIPYY NYTIN NVTPHM YNYTHINM.

TNYTINM - establishment of own MmaN
»nvTpnM - withal, still transcendent

18. The Tur writes that this P09 - »nwTPNM >NOTINM - is the basis of the opening phrase
of vw1p: X317 v wipm Y1, What we are asking is that n7apn make His name great,
that is - that He destroy evil and make manifest the fact that nothing - not even the
machinations of evil men - exists that can oppose His will, which is the only force in the
world.

Talk of how today the world is unipolar: We look forward to a different kind of unipolar
world.

And when does this happen? 5ny5. In 7990 N made explicit: 29P» MIPND NNIN
NN

Which, we continue, we pray will come soon: N2 ya YN 752 957 »N2) 112719521 )12»NA
9P Y.

19. Clearly today, when evil flourishes, when evil men strike with impunity, when 555
oNw suffers, own MoYn is hidden. ymM55n 1115 is missing.

And yet, even today, even 1712, even before that day towards which the v»1{ looks
forward, there is a way to recognize ym>aYn T15:

Queen Victoria once asked Disraeli, her Prime Minister, for proof of the existence of G-d.
"What", she asked, "is there to prove the existence of God, Benjamin?" His response was
simply, "The Jew, Your Majesty."

Same idea in ¥”2y> MO - 5>TIN.

That is really a profound answer. Jewish survival.



Gemara V70 9T NPY:

YN RNNX .MIYPY NI0Y YPINNY - NIITIN NDID OVIN 1OV XIPI NNDD N )2 YeInd 717 IINRT
TPMININ TN I PIPIAPN 02193 : TN 7N RNN,NIND 1N 27N ONN +> DT+ N
03123 : 0N ,ONOT XNIN.(DYW MPIAS N NN 3THN DPN : NYD 9 70T HY) NI DN XD

NN NI DITIN DPN N RIN 7O P INOIT HY) 9N12) N XD 11PN XL O TIYNVND
1NITNY .DOYVWAD DIAN TIN JNNY ,IIX NN YIDY NN NN NN IT,NATTN 1IN INPN
IMIMIND 2 OPPNND NDID NNX NMIN TRON XN TIN WITPN DY IR RINORY - PIINID

20. This is unique power of HNI¥» NDI, to recognize that N”apPnN is XN N2 91T - to see
MDY 71D - even in darkest hours; not only as future consolation, but at work in the
world here and now, to see the ¥”waA's hand in >7932's miraculous survival.

21. Here we return to ny»nn 295 vy, The X7 in y79ON mv explains that the six 09
correspond to the six words: 7y 025 M55 7215 ow T2, And therefore after the 27N
nan, there is no place left in the world where ym>5n 7125 is apparent, they can no longer
say YMaYn 713. So they only have 4 0935 left.

And yet we proclaim y751n5w2a even in mY). Because that is the unique power of 555
YN, to recognize YMIYN 1D in MY and at all times.

22. And here we see the profound depth of what the 90 writes, that we say v"on5wa
quietly, so the ©5x91 won't be jealous. Because this is a n2>an that the 0N are not
able to say; to recognize yma9n 725 when it is open and manifest - that they can do, too.
But to recognize Ty 022 yM5on 715 - at all times, even when 195°02 0P PN 019,
they can't do - they don't have those ©>935. Only YN 555 is capable of that.

Story of Gerer yeshiva bochurim who danced as they stood at the edge of the pit. And the
German officer, after shooting them, looked down and said - these are angels. Wrong.
Angels are not capable of saying ymabn 7125, of feeling y7wa1's presence, where He
seems to be completely hidden. Only Jews.

23. Rashi in wmn explains the meaning of YN ynw as follows:

TIONN IN YD (V) N2I9N) NIV, TN /N NPNY TNY RIN,NIIND ONIN XD NNY IPNOR XINY N
SINRINWYY TAR N 7P XIND 0P (V7> 1771) 99NN N DV D210 XIIPY NN NOY DY ONX

In other words, Y8 ynw refers to that future time when Yma5n 7125 will be apparent -
not only to 701> - but to all the world. That time when X219 PPRY WTPM STHnd.

apy> wanted to reveal this time to his sons. Nyow W1 NPOHNO). I heard once from nwn 9
N7OYOW Naw that when his sons said Y8 ynw that was itself the X\pn 19 - the y7wan
wanted the "9 to come through apy>'s sons, the ©*vav, because it is YN 555 through
whom that \p is brought into the world.



And how did apy> respond? Ty £ 1M291 7115 OV T2 - because the power of 595
SN to bring about the \p, to be the catalysts of NnYN) in the world, comes from the fact
that they can affirm y/515w2 even now, in this world. There can't be a total disconnect
between the world the way it is now and the way it will be - that chasm could never be
bridged. If the world will become, ultimately, a place where YmaYn 7125 is revealed, it is
because there is a people who testify - by their belief and by their very existence - to 7125
1) O yMHYN, at all times.

24. Perhaps, in this vein, we can now explain the Zohar that YX9¢> ynw is INDY XTI,
and Y/9n5va is IXNN XTI, Remember that we saw earlier that TnX = ymM>bn T2, the
recognition that He is the only power at work in the world. That is own TN, YR YW
refers to that Tnx as it will ultimately, when TnX 'n 71> 830N DM, open and manifest.
That is the N>y XTI, the higher TnX. But v/905w1 is NN XTI, TNN as it is now,
when YyM251n T25 is difficult to see, and is revealed only through SN 595, because 0
PMNIM N )N PYMN2) 0, He makes himself known through YN 555's miraculous and
continued survival.

25. So Hxw ynw and 1onowa, that dialogue between apy> and his sons, are two different
affirmations of ©w MaYn; one, as it will ultimately be, and one as it is now. And it is
the latter that makes the former possible.

26. This same dialogue is present in the ¥ 1. We begin X279 mnw wIpn H1nd, looking
forward to that time when D>yn »¥5 NV TPNM >NOTHINM, the complete revelation of
DY MOYN as it will be 299 12 X9y, we hope speedily in our day, but in any event in
the future.

And then we respond: X5y »5y21 0OY 7921 X217 Y 8. What does that mean? Let's
examine it more closely:

N2 Y = 5710 mv. We already so that 5y7) = ym55n 723, So 7921 X217 MNY R
means: YM2Y1 71215 oW TN, And X2y 15y0) OYYY = TV 09D (as in RIPOT RN TP,
where the ©»IN of 7Y DYDY T N is NINLY MIOYDY BHYY DIXRP PMOON 'N).

In other words, 839 7w X is simply the Aramaic translation of v/915w3, the
affirmation that 0w maYn is present - not only in the future, but here and now and at all
times.

Proof: »m5v17> 1IN to /N V7N MHYNIA: IRIY 10 YNY PIINI ... APYT NAY ONIVY N Py
PROY IIOYY T2 KA PRV R IR APY MY TN N NIPOR N NN, The response of apy,
which the Gemara gives as /905v3, the DN gives as 97V

27. So w1 1s affirmation of /n M>Yn at all times, even in difficult times. That is why it is
said by an ax, who has come face to face with darkest aspect of human condition, and
yet affirms: 97w,



That is the sublime profundity of this n%>amn. That is YNI¥> H55's unique genius; to affirm
the y7wan's presence in a world where He seems absent. To see that He is X7 9y, not
only in the majesty of the wTpn, but in the mystery of Jewish survival.

28. That is why when the y”v21 hears it He 91525 knods his head and says 79nn »MwN
T2 22 NN POOPNVY.

29. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks - difference between great cathedrals of middle ages and 5>7an>
the small shuls of the same time. Architecture is theology in stone. Greatness of G-d and
smallness of Man. But shuls describe the closeness of G-d, His intimacy, His presence.

30. Tosafos in name of oYW that we say vTp in Aramaic so ©¥9N2» won't understand.
The 7 >y points out that this is essentially the same as the Tur that we say »/9n5v2
quietly so ©ax91 won't be jealous. Because 77w is v/91n5wa. The 09891 can't say this
N9%91N - NYPNN 930 oynn. Only SN 595, And so we whisper it after ynw, and we say it
in Aramaic when we recite the v>»1p.

31. Q: The 7 v says that on 57y we say 19152 out loud because we're like angels. But
we have seens that the 07891 themselves can't say v"915w3 in time of mY)?

Q: What does it mean that ©*dN5n are jealous when we say /91n5wa? Do they have
human emotions?

A: We say vonowa, we attest that n7apn is present and that He is the only force in the
world But do we really live our lives that way? Do we really live with a constant sense
that everything that happens is direct result of mv79 PNIWN? At deepest level we believe
it, but we don't always live consistently with that belief. So there is a »90p; and that is
why we say it quietly, abashedly. But on 57y we're elevated to such a plane, we feel the
y7wa7's closeness so vividly, that we are able to say v'9n5wa with every fibre of our
being, without diffidence and hesitancy.

32. To sum up: We began with several questions: (a) What is so significant and powerful
about 77w, that saying it )02 951 has the power to destroy a bad y7 9%, and to cause the
VY17 to say T2 N2 IMN POYPHY Tonn »MeN? (b) Why are the ©ox5n particularly
jealous of v»1 and of Y/5915w2, which requires us to say ¥ T in Aramaic and »'905v2
quietly? (c) Why was v9n5wa Yaakov's resonse to his children's Yx9¢» ynvw? (d) Why is
the meaning of MXNN XNTINN NXDY XTIN? (e) What is the significance of »9)5 VYN
nNN?

And the sum of what we have attempted to answer is this: In ynv and in ¥>7p we attest to
DMWY MIYN, to the idea - the central idea of Judaism - that n”7apn is absolutely in control,
that nothing happens in the world except by His will. The central mission of the Jewish
people is to reveal that truth. That truth is revealed in two ways: Ultimately, it will be
revealed through the total destruction of evil and the clear recognition by all mankind of
the y7wa4's dominion. That is the time to which we look forward when we say SN ynv



TN N 'R N, and when we say X279 v wTpn» 1. That is DNDY X7, the higher
7nN. But, in the meantime, it is the task of YN Y95 to keep that truth alive even in a
world where evil exists. It is Y89¥> 995 who attest in this world - and whose very survival
as a unique people attests - that the ¥7v211 is active in this world. That is what we affirm
when we say 17905w3, that M99 is 7Y 09y, in all times. That is what we affirm when
we say 17w, which is the Aramaic equivalent. That is nXnn X7, the lower TN, This
is the unique genius of SN 555, Even the 0OnOn can't do that; that is why, with the
1270, the ©ON891 stopped saying 1moYn 71, and were reduced to four 0235, And
therefore we say 179152 quietly, and we say Kaddish in Aramaic, because we don't want
to flaunt this declaration in the face of the ©5Nn, since we ourselves don't always live
up to this belief. But it is our main vocation to try and do so, to internalize it into our
being. And on 57 we come closest to doing so, and are able to say y/91n5w1 out loud,
openly and forcefully.

33. We are living today in a unique moment in history. The past century has been perhaps
the most difficult - and, in many ways, the most amazing - in Jewish history. And today
we find ourselves in a situation that is fraught with uncertainty. New threats hang over
our people, both in Israel and around the world. And if we are complacent, if we go about
our business as usual, it is only because of a failure of our imagination.

The whole world today is busy with the Jews. We are a small people - 951 vynn onx
oy, and yet the whole world is pre-occupied with us. The Moslem world, Europe, the
United Nations, - Dny»n »N 0N 93, they can't leave us alone. The foundations of the
civilized world are shaking, and the fact is that it is all about us. It makes us nervous, we
try to play it down, but deep down we know that it is all about us. It's not our fault - but
it's about us.

At such a time I believe our central task, the nTay that is most incumbent on us, is to
deepend our NN and our faith that Ty PN NNNN ¥IND ¥ HYNN DIV DIPOND NIN D,
that nothing can happen except by the y7v11's explicit command, and that in everything
He does He is nyw»> mnsn, bringing the nyw» closer.

We have to make this knowledge part of the core of our being. We have to make it the
central anchor of our lives. It has to inform our davening, our learning, our mxn, our all.
We have to make it the anchor of our lives.

Each time we say XYy »mYy¥2) 00yY 7921 X217 7NY N 1IN, let us remember what it is
we are saying, to what profound belief we are giving voice. To the truth that of all the
fearsome facts with which we are presented each day, only one matters. All the fears that
we face are nothing, face into insignificance, before that one great fact of 817 v, MY
51N, His great name.

And that all the fears with which we contend are nothing, before that one fear which is
our vocation and our calling, as 13 said: X7 N 0N YPUN NN N Y, [ am a Jew,
and I fear G-d in heaven.



And that His great name, His m25n, His presence, is here in the world, guiding the world,
controlling the world, at work in the world, alone and unchallenged, X5y »15y51 ©OyD,
not only in the future but here, now, today.

And the more we make this belief ours, the sooner will we see the arrival of that day
when X273 Y UTPNM S 71>, when 029 DY YPYY SAYTPNM XNOTHINM, 2P I NI,
speedily in our day, yax »IIN).



