Rosh Hashanah 1st day 5763

Today is a day when we invoke particularly the moy of pny>. The shofar is
designed to evoke the memory of pny nmpy; and, likewise, we say in davening
today: 7own iy ovn pny npy. And, in that vein, I'm reminded of a Gemara in
Shabbos (89b):
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What does this mean?

The Gemara says in Shabbos (55a) max moy nnn. The merit of the max extends
only so far and at a certain point it is used up. It is of such a time the Gemara
speaks, when Yxyw Y95 have strayed so far from faith that onyax - who showed
the path of faith - can no longer defend them. A time when they have strayed so
far from Torah that apy> - he exemplified Torah - can no longer defend them. And
at that time, it will fall to pnx>, to offer on their behalf four defences:
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And today, when we seek ways to defend ourselves in the face of the y1 we face
on mwn wx, and in the face of the dangers that threaten us, | would like to take
a few minutes and try and understand the nature of these defences:

Let us take these arguments of 1»ax pny one by one:
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Q: ynwn nwyy was said at »o 90, while bxav> »151 »a in Egypt. How can he say
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A: That is precisely the point. n7apn called bxyw 555 His children. Why? A father
sees his child differently than everyone else. Everyone else sees what the child
is; a father sees what he can be. (Joke: How old are your children? The doctor is
6 and the lawyer is 4.) A father sees his children's potential. Not only what they
are, but what they can be.

When nrapn prepared to take Snyw> 595 out of orsn they were still steeped in 17y.
It would be a long way - the whole pageant of the man and the trek to »o - before



they would stand on the pinnacle of faith and say ynwn nwy). And yet n7apn saw
their potential: They will one day say ynwn nww.

And that is what pnx> now says to y7wan in their defence. Perhaps the Jews are
not all they should be. wvn . Perhaps many have assimilated, many have
abandoned v»pwN, and even among the faithful materialism and other
ailments of modern society are infiltrating more than they should. But, the
potential is still there. They are no worse than they were in Egypt when you saw
something special in them, that no one else could see. 791 85 »2? You also see
them with the eyes of a father; don't look at what they are, but at what they can
be.

The next defence:
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This seems absurd. OK - so we're not culpable for childhood, and we behave
ourselves while davening, and we don't get into too much trouble while we're
sleeping, or eating, or in the bathroom. But when we can sin - we do. So what
exactly is the defence?

Answer: Imagine a Jew who works hard for a living, but each evening he comes
to a shiur. And he makes that the focal point of his day. He eats in order to have
strength for the shiur, he sleeps in order to pay attention to the shiur, he works in
order to put body and soul together to be able to come to the shiur. And in the
shiur - he falls asleep.

Actually, it's not very hard for me to imagine.

Ok, so for the shiur itself he won't get so much 55v. But that doesn't mean he
should lose the 15w for setting aside time for the shiur, for working in order to
come to the shiur, and the sleeping etc.

That is what pny is saying. We spent long years of childhood in school,
preparing to be good Jews, learning about Torah and mitzvos. And when a Jew
eats and sleeps - he does it in order to have strength to be 1 925y . True,
when the moment of truth comes we don't always pass with flying colors. But all
those times of preparation, should still count.

And the next defence:
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And finally:

THP v N2p N - the way nyon of pny npy. The xonn Yya writes at length that
throughout the generations even simple Jews - who are even, perhaps, lax in
their mnxnn v throughout their lives, yet at the moment of truth were able to
be vayq9om. And that power comes from pnx> npy.

So we have four defences: Maybe we're not all we can be. But we still have the
potential, which n7apn can see in us, as a father sees the potential in his son,
even if he is delinquent now. And we prepare ourselves sincerely, we study we
daven - and we come to shul and listen to the rabbi - because we want to be
good Jews. At bedrock, we want to do own y¥1, even if we're sometimes swept
up by the yan 9% and the temptations and blandishments of society. And deep
within us there still burns the fire of pn¥ nmpy and the ability to be wa) qomn for
apn.

And all these defences really amount to one thing:

We're asking n7apn to have faith in us, in the potential and the desire for nvy1p
that is within us. We're asking Him not to give up on us.

But in order to do that, we have to not give up on ourselves. If we want n7apn to
have faith in us, we have to have faith in ourselves. Too often we make peace
with our own shortcomings. We make peace with the idea that "I'm not the kind
of person who comes to a shiur", "I'm no the kind of person who can be quiet
during davening", "I"m not the kind of person who can control his temper", and
so on. We lose faith in our own ability to grow and to change. But if we don't
believe in ourselves, then how can we ask n7apn to believe in us?

It doesn't matter how old we are. R' Isser Zalman, on his 80th birthday, was very
excited by a resolution he had made »y> px Wwmvw ¥, 80 years old and a 5
771N, and what gets him excited? The prospect of making a new beginning, of
growing in his v»pYw PN.

In our davening today we describe n7apn as nymX Yp - NMINK HP NINY DIPNINA IO).
He is a G-d of faith. What does that mean? Faith in what? Where does n7apn
require nnX? Answer: He has n»nx in us.

And we too have to share that nynx. If we have faith in our own ability to grow
and improve, then n7apn, who is nwmx Sp, will share that faith with us. And
together we will experience a year of growth, of y»vv, in every aspect of our
lives, and we will be non together to a npnm n2w M.



