Parshas Noach 5763

Noach first had children when he was 500 years old. That was pretty old even in

those days. And Rashi feels the need to explain that. m71n Y5 oyv NN Y19 1 NN
DYPYTY ONY , DTN PXTEY Y71 DN ITINY DN DY OX N72PN TIN,PINY NN, MY /P 1y PHN

MY PN YN NN WA ,N2970 MDD MWUYY POY NION ON.

Obvious question. What would have been so difficult about building several
mamn; Ny could have hired contractors, he had 120 years, contractors we know
are slow but in 120 years a lot can be done, and he could have built as many
man as he wanted.

It seems that the na>n had to be built by ny himself; no one else could do it for
him. Why?

The Torah says oypn 95 nx non, everything - buildings, bridges etc. - was
eradicated. The water, the Gemara in 7710 tells us, was boiling hot, so nothing
could stand up to it. So how did the na'n itself remain intact?

mpmy noam: The own ow was built into the dimensions of the nan. The letters of
"N ov have the values 10, 5, 6 & 5. The letters of n»T~ ow have values 1, 4, 50
& 10. Taking the first letter of nn ow and first letter of myTx ow and multiplying
we get 1x10=10. Doing the same with second letters gives 4x5=20. Third letters
give 50x6=300. And fourth letters give 5x10=50. So we have 10, 20, 300 & 50.
10 and 20 together are 30, the height of nan. 300 is length of na>'n. And 50 is
width of namn.

Not just numbers. We could build a boat with the same dimensions and it
wouldn't have any such power. Rather, the na>n was the physical embodiment of
ny's tremendous faith in the y7wan. For 120 years he built it, despite the mockery
of taunts of disbelief of all his friends and neighbors. Think of the courage that
required; of the sacrifices that must have entailed. Remember that ny had shown
tremendous promise as a youth, which everyone had recognized: he had been
named ny when he invented agricultural tools, and everyone said: »nny» n3, he's
the hope of the future. He was looked up to; admired. And at the height of his
powers he embarked on this seemingly wild, quixotic project to built a giant boat
because the end of the world was coming. What strength of character that must
have taken! What unshakable faith! What courage!

And so the very dimensions of the nan reflected the own ow, they were the outer
reflection of the mmynx and pnva and way nyon, the faith and trust in the yrvan
even at the cost of great self-sacrifice, that had gone into every plank and every
nail of the nn. And it was that which made the na>n impervious to destruction.

And that is why my had to build the na>n himself. It couldn't be contracted out.
Because no contractor could built into the na>'n that faith and courage which



alone would give it the power to stand up to the raging, boiling waters of the flood
to come.

n's nn, of course, is long gone. And n»apn has promised no to bring another
91an, at least of water.

But there are other types of byvan. There are others floods that threaten to engulf
us. There is the flood of assimilation, which has swept away so much of our
people. There is the flood of hedonism, the non-stop bachanal which threatens
our youth. And there is the flood of Y& nxav, the feral hatred that boils around
us, which the pyos describes so strikingly with the words: vpwn v D DywIM
9o N9, the wicked are like a foul and churning sea which is never still.

And so we need a na>n of our own, to stand up to these floods.

And we have such a na>n. It's no coincidence that in pnvb the word na>n means
- not only an ark, but also - a word. Words are also man. Words of truth, of
honesty, of faith, have tremendous power. And most powerful of all are words of
nn. Like ny's nan, every word of nmn is an embodiment of our nnx in the
yrwan, of our faith and our trust in Him. And just as the dimensions of ny's nan
reflected the own ov, so too each word of Torah reflects the own ov; indeed, as
the y7any explains in his introduction to the Torah, each word of n7n is a own oy.
And so like m's nan, each word of nan is a haven and a bulward against the
raging flood.

We saw before deep significance in the dimensions of the nan of my. There is
another allusion in those dimensions, which is also pointed out by our omnTp.
The dimensions of the n1n were 30x50x300. 30 is v, 50 is », and 300 is 'v.
Together they spell b, the tongue, whose task it is to produce ma’n, words of
Torah, each word a na'n, an ark, floating serenly above the boiling sea.

The floodwaters are rising. We have to be sure that the ma'n are ready. With
every word of nmn that we learn, with every mww in which we participate, with
every effort that we expend to support to o>non »1non and maw, we add to that
fleet of ma>n. And in those ma>n, because of those ma'n, we can hope to make it
safely home to port, despite the floodwaters, as did n finally, when y nxsn nwv
nn, he found rest at last, as shall we, x71a.



