7th day of Pesach 5762

1. Rashi end of nbw nwAa: 8 threads of m¥>8 correspond to 8 days from Y923 77, when the
exodus began, until the last day of Pesach, when the Jews sang nw at 970 0. What is
the connection?

Furthermore, the exodus really began on the 15th of y9%, no on the 14th. So why is there
a thread for the 14th of y02?

2. Sifrei nbw nw19: Why is it called no5n? 02 080N WOw ow by. Apparently, the blue
color of the nbo>n, which - as the Gemara elsewhere tells us - resembles the color of the
sea, is supposed - according to the Sifrei - to remind us of the blue waters of 970 ©>. And
this, clearly, connects back with the Rashi we saw before; for if the 8 threads correspond
to these 8 days of NNy, then the last thread - the blue thread of non - corresponds to the
last day, the day of 910 0> ny>»p itself.

3. Perhaps we can understand this more deeply. 970 tell us - in the Gemara in X912 X212
» q7 and in many other places - that the Jewish people have two relationships with n»apn:
One the one hand, they are called ©>7ay, His servants; and, at the same time, they are
called o»3, His children. As we say in davening on Rosh Hashanah: ©>7ay> ox 925 ox.

These are two different relationships. The relationsihp of ©>72y demands of us the high
standard of service that is incumbent on a servant of the King. The relationship of ©»2a
allows us the special intimacy that is shown to a son.

The relationship of ©>7ay is always apparent. We are never free of the duties of an 7ay.
But the relationship of ©»2 is often hidden. Indeed, the Gemara in Baba Basra cites the
wicked Roman Turnusrufus who said that when the Jews flout G-d's will they are not His
children at all. This is a lie. We are always His children. But not always is it obvious to
the outside world, or even to ourselves.

4. When did we first become 0>1ay? The Torah emphasizes: DNIN NNNIN IYN DN T2y
D8N XINY, at the time D8N NNOY,

And, in fact, on yo» 7, with the offering of the noa y29p, which the Torah stresses was
our first NTIAY - NN VTN NNIN NTIAYN NN DNTIN.

5. When did we first become 0»2? At 970 0> Ny p. [ mentioned several weeks ago that
there was a fundamental difference between n7N°%> and ©p: 7MY was required by the
D°Nan P2 M2, but ©°p was a pure ToN. And since it was a pure Ton - it manifested that
special relationship of ©»2. As we say each day in davening: $)© 0 > 2 12 Paynn!

6. These two relationships are symbolized by the two stypes of 18>8, The Gemara in
»m 97 MM calls these two strings: a seal of clay, and a seal of gold. Tosafos explain that
slaves were identified with a white clay seal, and that is represented by the white 3y,



Gold, on the other hand, is an adornment of princes, and that is represented by the strings
of Y57 - the royal blue.

7. Now we understand - the seven white strings represent the relationship of o>7ay which
we entered into on Y02 77> with the N2y of the NYs 129, and which was confirmed by
the exodus - D8N X\IND ONMNX ONNNIN IWN ON >Tay. But the last string, the string of royal
blue, whose color mirrors that of the sea, represents the special relatinship of ©»2 that
began at Yo D> NYP.

8. Perhaps we can understand in the light the statement of the Midrash that the n>5n has
been ) - the secret of making nY>n has become lost in the course of the m>). And
likewise the statement of the T qy¥INp that before the arrival of nown the secret of
making n>5n will be recovered. Because in the course of our bitter m») that relationship
of ©»2 which the nbon epitomizes has gone underground, so to speak; it is present, but
not apparent to the world. And so the nY5n - its visible sign - was hidden.

But with the advent of n>wn the recovery of our stature as ©»2 will be accompanied -
perhaps is already to be accompanied - by the recovery of the nbon, its visible sign.

Pray let it be so, N722.



