Parshas Vayeshev 5762

1. Story of Yehudah and Tamar. If not scandalous, at least indecorous. Yet from this
episode YT 12 M2Yn is born, with the birth of ¥19; whose name, even denotes noon:
T XM Ton.

2. Recurring pattern: maxmn mn, whom 570 describe as mo5n Hv NN, the mother of
VT 72 MoY, comes from axm, who is fathered by an incestuous union between VY5 and
his daughters in the aftermath of the destruction of ©171q And 53n emphasize this strange
connection: On the P19 »1ay 717 >NXYN, the Midrash says: ©17102 PRNYND YN,

3. And even the marriage of 2 and 1 raised eyebrows; the leader of the Jewish people
and a N7 from a nation whom the Torah forbad to marry into the Jewish people.

4. The q7w.in his commentary on the Torah offers a very important answer, which,
however, requires some elaboration:

5. All familiar with y7n py yp; whenever we confess to some spiritual or material
achievement. Defensive mechanism. Perhaps specious; but the instinct has a firm root in
our tradition; drawing attention to wealth - spiritual or material - is dangerous:

6. In the world there are physical forces - electricity, magnetism etc. - each with laws that
it must obey. Likewise there are spiritual forces, of N1 and of NPV, which have
certain laws of their nature that they must obey.

7. One such law is that nwyTp is attracted to N11H»9 and NNDIV to NPNNN.

For example: nwytp of w1pn has to be contained within a wall; likewise nwyTp of
DYV, NNV, on the other hand, adheres only to surfaces; the interior of a person or of
a vessel - ©NON M2 - cannot contract NNMIV.

8. Another example: We are not wtnn 7721 before Rosh Hashanah, and we don't blow
shofar on MwWn wxI 19y, in order to be Yown 229yn. Is the yow so foolish? Doesn't he
remember what happened last year?

The answer is that the yow is neither wise nor foolish; he is a spiritual force, and obeys the
laws of his nature. And his nature is that he is attracted to what is on the surface; and the
more something is brought to the surface, the more it is publicized, the more vulnerable
the forces of NN and ToaN.

9. Back to 77v. Greatest good - greatest NWYTP - is NYINI. VT N2 M2ON carries that. Prime
target for NNMWV; especially at those critical and vulnerable moments when it is being

brought into being: 1M 2 NPT X9 NTY 0.

So those events - full of moment and portent - have to be disguised; their spiritual



potential has to be hidden beneath the veil of scandal.

10. Midrash: nNONYT %X 9 ,NN9 19N 92 NNV M . PAR DIRND NI T XONN DY O
PO P 1IN YN IPYA PIDY 7PN GO 90 HY 1NN DXPOIY PN DOVIY .MIAVNND
PYOY 7P N7APM ,NYR Y NPYY PIDY 7N NTIN TN WPYA PO 7PN NN INMYM pwa
APYN HY 1IN XN

Least possible auspicious moment. News uniformly bleak.Np)7T then - when yow is least
on his guard - N”7apn creates NMWN HWININ.

11. Gemara in PITMO: NN P IVNTOW TV X2 71T )2 PX. When the world has given up
hope of his arrival. When even the yow doesn't expect him.

Which is not to say that we should give up hope of his arrival. We, to whom the Tora
divulges the story of 9mm N7, on the contrary, we have to understand that XpyT when
the world seems so profane, when the situation so bleak, when the news out of YN XN
so disheartening - we should strengthen ourselves in expectation of his arrival. So that
when 'n PNTIRN N2> DIRNIY, when the NN suddenly comes, it will be the yow who will be
surprised, while we will be waiting expectantly.



