Parshas Shmos 5762

There has been much talk, of late, about Mayor Rudolf Gulliani, and how, in the last few
months of his office, and in the wake of the terrible events of September 11th, has
managed to transform himself, and enlarge the way in which the world perceives him, by
the brilliant way that he has risen to the level of these fierce events.

In fact, history knows of many people who, in their background and beginnings, gave
little hint of their later greatness.

For example, Winston Churchill as a young man was a failure in school and a constant
disappointment to his father. Yet as a young cavalry officer in India he found in himself
the stirrings of great ambition, and he educated himself, and forged himself - almost by an
act of will - into one of history's great statesman.

Perhaps you remember Shakespeare's depiction - drawn from historical sources - of
Prince Hal, later Henry V, who spent his youth frolicking in the company of worthless
companions. And yet, when the time came to assume the throne, he put away his youthful
follies and became a great warrior-king.

And we could doubtless find many more examples.

Yet all these pale into insignificance next to the greatest act of transformation of all time,
about which we read in today's parsha.

For in this parsha we read about a prince of Egypt, adopted son of Pharoah's daughter,
brought up in the bosom of despotic power and superstitious idolatry, and how he became
the leader of an oppressed people, the greatest of our teachers and of our prophets,
confidante of G-d Himself, teacher of the Divine law, the man of whom the oYy Sv 119
Himself said: X0 y98) >n2 553, in all My house he is the most faithful.

The transformation is so amazing as to almost strain credulity. And, in fact, later when
the y7wan appeared to him and sent him on his mission to the Jewish people, nw»
protested: » N> XY oM - they won't believe me. And the 2% explains that Moshe
maintained that the people could never believe that someone who had received his
upbringing, in Pharoah's own home, could ever be the agent of their deliverance.

And yet he was.

How did this amazing transformation happen? Of course, at this distant remove we
cannot recover the story of what must have been the spiritual work of a many decades.
But still, we might ask, was there one especially fateful moment, one critical turning
point, to which we can point and say - &ere, this is where the trajectory of Moshe's life
took that critical turning point, towards becoming the ©pOrN N, the greatest of all
men?



In fact, the won, as understood by 57, indicates that there was. And it is found in the
following ©o9:

SINTOWN D91 1D 5 RN NIWN 1NY XIPN 12D 1D 7 NYI NIAD NN 90 DTN

SPAND OI2Y YWOIR NN OINN YOINR KT DNYIDI R PAN IN XX OWN DT DN DM

Note the seeming redundancy of the word Y7 - first 79°n Y7, and then again: Y7
nwn. Why is the significance of this doubling?

The VP> explains:

ON NRXY NOYTY NIPN NN ,N2ITIA NVND NNIPA NHYND 109YI NV .AWN ITM TN DTN dND
NN

It says 10 9™, and then again NN Y. Why twice? The answer is that the first 973
refers to his physical growth, but the second refers to his real "oy, his greatness. And
what was that greatness? That he went out to his brothers.

The Torah, with these words nwn 57, is identifying for us the critical moment. From
this moment when Moshe went out to see his brother's suffering everything else followed
inexorably: His outrage at the beating of a helpless Jew, his smiting of the Egyptian
overseer, his flight from Egypt, and ultimately his destiny as the leader of the redeemed
people.

It would have been easy for Moshe to remain within the comfortable confines of the
palace. And if he took an interest in the welfare of the people from whom he was born he
would have been able to help them far more effectively - he might have told himself -
from within the palace, using his influence in the corridors of power to alleviate their
suffering. What good was there, what benefit, if leaving the palace and going to see their
labor for himself? It was quixotic, useless, absurd.

And yet he went. Because Moshe knew that these were his people, flesh of his flesh,
blood of his blood, and therefore he had to see their suffering for himself. He had to go
out to them. He had to be there with them. And that was the root of his greatness.

PAN IR N¥N NN HTM; because he was great, he went out to his brothers. And by doing
so, he set himself on the path towards his ultimate incalculable greatness.

And if we are to be - as the Mwn in MaN enjoins us to be - 0NN of 27 NWn, then we
too have to follow in his footsteps and go out to our brothers and sisters who are in
distress. PNN YN X3 Nwn DT - true MO, as Judaism conceives it, cannot live in an



ivory tower. And that is why our shul is sending - just as we did last year - a delegation to
our beleaguered brethren in SN XIN. They are going on our behalf to say to our
brothers and sisters in YNI¥> ¥IN: NI¥2 VNN OONY; we are with you in your time of
trouble. And as we are united now in distress, so we will be united in deliverance, when
DN YPNY NI - AN DA NINNA.



