Parshas Naso 5762

This week we read about the mxn of 095 nnow) - duchening; which requires
that the o»n> should bless the people with the triple blessing of xw» 80 7572.

We are all familiar with this mxn since we participate in it every 210 ov.
Actually, the Torah itself doesn't limit it to 210 oy. Nor does the Talmud. In

fact, the o7anv, when formulating this msn, writes that the o»n> have a msn to
bless the people every day. And it would seem to stand to reason, then, that
we should have duchening every day.

In fact, there were Sxv >9yv13 who wanted to institute duchening every day.
The Vilna Gaon tried to do so, but unsuccessfully. (He tried twice, and each
time something untoward happened, which he took as a sign to desist from
further attempts.) R' Nosson Adler - the Chasam Sofer's rebbe - instituted
duchening every day. In Israel, of course, the »n» is to duchen every day and
that was also the »n in Egypt.

For the most part, however, the »ny has become to refrain from duchening
except on Yom Tov. The Rema explains the basis for this »nn. Blessing
others, he explains, requires a certain elevated state of mind. And nowadays,
because of the pressures of our daily lives and our constant pursuit of no»y, it
is difficult to summon up that special state of mind, except on Yom Tov, when
the festive atmosphere elevates us.

Difficult to understand. ynw nx>1p and nvan, for example, also require a
special state of mind, intense n»>. And yet we continue to say ynw nx»p and
to daven every day. Why should o%»n5 n>7a be different?

Preface two other unique aspects of the msn of oo noHa:

On the basis of the language of the pasuk (on> 1 mx) the »no>wyy> derives that
the mxn only goes into effect when the people ask the o»n> to bless them.
That, by the way, is why we call out o»n> to the o»n>5, summoning them -
asking them - to bless us.

Why should this be necessary?

Another rather strange thing about the msn of 0»n5 n573. The Gemara in
Sotah tells of the following dialogue:

NDION N2 OTPWY XYM : N2 AN 10997 NOIND NN : YINY 12 TYON ' NN PTINRIN IINRY
.19792 ND2 9D YNNWI KDY, WP DY OURI DY INYDI XY NI

What's so special about that? Don't all o»n> do that?
The poskim derive from here that apparently in Talmudic times it was not

universal practice for the o»n> to recite a n>1a before duchening. That was
the special practice of y1nw 12 11yoN 1.



Why not? Don't all mxn require a n>117?

The answer apparently is this. We know that there are 2 kinds of mxn: o7~ a2
DPno and 17anY oTN Pa.

One of the distinguishing features of y1anb oTx y2 msn is that the a»n only
applies when there is a need and, often, only when there is a request. The
avn of np7x applies only when there is an »y and only when the »y asks for
np78. The arn to lend to someone who needs a loan applies only when one is
asked for a loan. And so on.

Another special feature of y1an> oTx 2 mxn is that they don't require a no>1a.
We don't make a n>1a before giving np1y, or paying a shiva call, or being “pan
non. Many reasons have been given for this fact, but whatever the reason, we
can take it as a given.

Notice that these are the same features that we noticed regarding »y>71: The
avn applies only when the o»n> are asked; and there is no mandatory n>na.

Which leads to the conclusion that ©»n5 n59a is a y1and oTN Pa Mmsn.

Just as someone who has the means must help a poor person with charity, so
too the kohanim, who have it in their means to give berachos, must give these
berachos to the Jewish people, who need them.

And while there is no obligatory n>12, we follow the practice of ynw 12 11yoN
and make a n>1a anyway, and the language of that n>72 emphasizes that n>a

oo is, indeed, a yanb oTN Pa MmN, an expression of love for our fellow-Jew:
AN DNIY DY NN TI12D NIAPN

Let's go back to the x7nn, who writes that 0»n5 n57a requires a special frame
of mind, which our m71v preclude.

That special frame of mind is not n»>. 0»n> n>91 doesn't need more N> than
noam wrp. That special frame of mind, rather, is nanx.

What the x7n1 is saying is an important insight into human nature. Even the
most loving person, when he is caught up in his own troubles, has difficulty
feeling love for others. mTvv and pressure cause us to become self-absorbed.
And therefore in the pressure-cooker lives that we lead, says the x7n9, it is
difficult for the o»n> to summon up the nanx that is required for o»n> no13,
except on 210 oy, when the special atmosphere shuts out the every-day
pressures.

(And perhaps that also explains why the »n in Y89 X\Ix remains to duchen
every day. Because as | explained on mwaw, Y89 \x has a special power to
pull Jews together.)



There are several important lessons here to be learned. There is, first of all, a
domestic lesson. Most of us live very pressured lives, and the x7n is telling
us that that can affect the loving relationship that we ought to have with our
families; children and spouses. It's important to be on guard against this, and
also to try and find times that are islands of tranquility.

There is also a communal lesson here. This past week there have been
several disturbing warnings from our government about the possibility of terror
here in our country and in our city. Our collective blood pressure is surely
rising. As we feel increased pressure here in our own lives, there is a human
tendency for us to lessen our concern for our brethren in Yx v ¥ x who feel
the presence of terror all the time. We have to be on guard against that.

The o»n> are commanded to bless the Jewish people nanxa. Through their
nanx they are able to be the conduit through which n571 is brought into the
world and onto our people. May we, too, rise to the requisite level of nanx
Sn9w that these times demand, and merit to be, too, a conduit through which
1592 will flow, to us and to all Israel

JIN.



