Parshas Lech Lecha 5762

N NN INMN X8,  On which Rashi comments: DRYaN, P91 1N DN, TOY MPNOVNIND NS
POMm.

Obvious difficulty: Because 07ax was 79 - he had bnynwo, thirteen years before his name
was changed to on1aN.

Answer I heard from R' Moshe Shapiro, at length; I recently saw the basic idea, given tersely in
two lines, by the old Gerrer Rebbe, the NN » NN, in a gloss to the 90y ©T19:

Gemara )" nav:

12 INNNN DI I VYN )TPY NPIN DY ID 71PN XY ,P1D J2 DN INYN NNNY TANI NDYYN :PAT DN
12 N 1T DI D DYV DT OTX DY) NN TN NI : DY 29 IIN NI NX MM NWR YTT YD PTT
ITPYNIL OITO D NNVIY DT DTN Y1) NN ,NATTN : DIAN

Difficult - our history begins with ©©» - especially 0»¥n nnoyd, which we commemorate
every day. How can that be ¥113?

World has a natural order; the laws of physics, of chemistry, of history, of human behavior. We
are used to thinking that a ©) is a rupture of those laws; a rip in the 970 of the world.

5 n explains that that is not always true. The ©>©» of DN NN, for example, were not
simply ruptures in the natural 979 of the world. The 0>©» themselves had a strict order & logic;
furthermore, 5710 say that the names of the man were engraved on the NN which existed from
WNRI1 M Nwv. So the 00 were part of a 970 that was built into the world. Not, however,
the 970 of nature and history as we know it; rather, to a higher 970, a higher order; the 970 of
N9, part of the process of N1y which unfolds through history and culminates in 1NN
oM.

There are two nPwNY2 >»7D; there is the 970 of nature that is basically cyclical, ¥p ,n>9 ov
X1NY; and the 970 of NYINY, the process of NY1N) that begins with 1ax 0772 and culminates in
mwnRn M and 0»n MINX. This process is subterranean, hidden from the eye, and is made
manifest only on special occasions - which we call a ©3 - which means, literally, an elevation,
because it is an event in which the hidden process of nv ) breaks through the surface of events.

The Snmwn ow adds that that is why on the first night of Pesach, when we commemorate the
00" of O8N NN, we call that commemoration a 970; to emphasize that the events we are
celebrating were not simply disruptions of mwx92 970 but, rather, belonged to a higher 970.

However, the ©) of the man who nursed his child was not of that kind. It was simply a rupturing
of the laws of nature for the benefit of one individual. And that, said »ax, is MmN, it's simply
bizzare. MWNI2 ™ TO were not meant to be ruptured; and a thing outside of nature introduces
chaos into the world.



THPYNIL TO D NNVIY N3 DTN V) D,

Avram saw in the stars that he could not have children. In the natural order of things, in the
course of nature, he was sterile. Of course, n”apn could make a v3 for his benefit; indeed, he
did - Avram had Yxynv>. But that ©3 was simply be a thing outside of nature; and the product of
that ©) was something outside of the natural n>wx72 79, a force of chaos.

That child, as the g9 told 95, would be a o X979, something wild and uncontrollable.
And such a child could not possibly be the agent of "5\ in the world.

And so n7apn told him: Y1) 0NN YANR 779 WX 072N, In the natural order of things Avram
is sterile, and he cannot have a child without rupturing n»wx92 »70, without creating a X719
o7N. But there is a higher 970, a 970 of "oy, which begins with ©n9an; without the
assumption of the name of ©N7aX he becomes the father of Yxw» Y95, and steps into a different
order of things altogether. He becomes part of the process of N>, which continues through
PNy and pnY's progeny.

Famous vort of ©»n Xan - X179 is the noun. This is not just a vort. Because 791 1N 071N
Yishmael's creation was a rupture of nature; a thing outside of mwx92 970, something wild and
chaotic. And so Yishmael is a force of chaos in the world.

It remains to us to be the agents of NN, and to connect ourselves as much as we can to the
process of YNy - by being involved, as far as we are able, with n”ny» NN - as D730 teach - Nn
71321 NN PIDY> NOPWN Y9INN DN DTN NWUW.



