Parshas Korach 5762 (Bar Mitzvah)
Prepared hard for Bar Mitzvah. Even though it's just one day.

Relates to parsha:
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How many days did »> work?

24 mynwn, each one divided into days of week. One day out of 24 weeks.
And for that he receives mawym NN, a stipend the whole year round.
Good work if you can get it.

You can't just show up and do the nmay. The nTay is the service of Hashem, on behalf of
the entire YN 592, It requires a special spiritual stature, a special spiritual state of mind.
And there are many m25n that one has to know, so it requires someone of Torah stature,
as well. To do the nTay even for one day every half a year, a person has to prepare for the
entire year.

And that is the very basis of V»pw>N. Other religions - you go to services once a week
and that's it. But in V»pw N we're surrounded by myn every single day, almost
everything we do is regulated by nnsn, by halacha. And every msn requires the
knowledge of many m>55n that pertain to it. (Story of how a father would offer a
prospective son-in-law a bowl of fruit, and see how well he navigated the complex ma5n
of N>71p in MO71.)

It is almost no exageration to say that one has to study a lifetime to know how to get
through a single day.

Because the purpose of m¥m 1IN is to raise us into people of spiritual stature.

Rousseau - noble savage. Civilization corrupts. Last century has taught just the opposite:
Civilization is a thin veneer. Strip it away and man is a savage. Torah said long ago: 7y
19V DTN NO9.

The purpose of Torah and m¥n is to transform that savage into someone who can stand
before the o2y H¥ 1m211. Into someone who has spiritual dignity and grandeur. That
requires a lifetime of work.



Bar Mitzvah is not over.A Jew is Bar Mitzvah every day. After all, becoming mxn 92
means accepting the yoke of myn, and a Jew does that each day, when he says nxop
ynv. And therefore you have study hard - for a lifetime, really - to know how to live for
even one day.

But if that seems daunting, remember this: While you had to study hard to reach this day,
today is a celebration. Being m¥n 92 is a cause for rejoicing. And if a Jew realizes that he
is Bar Mitzvah every day, that the way he lives each day is the product of all the Torah
that he has learned until that day, then each day is cause for celebration.

Mazal Tov.



