Parshas Chukas-Balak 5762

Rabbi Emanuel Feldman once gave a drosho about the connection betwen the
TN M9, the Red Heifer, and the sin of the amn Yy, citing Rashi: nypm mx x1an
ma NNy, After davening a congregant says to him: Rabbi, that was very
interesting, but what is the ritual of the Red Pepper?

YN N19 - epitome of pin. Rashi: n7nn npin nxa.

Shlomo Hamelech: »»nn npina xom nonx >nnx, Chazal say refers to nnyx 9.
(»n2 2 - in gematriya, npina XM = NNITN NI9)

Why more enigmatic than other msn?

Furthermore, Rashi gives reason: mpm mx x1an. Not worse than other »yv
mNnM.

What is connectin between %y and nnyTx n1s. How does nimyTx 19 "clean up”
mess of the Yy?

5mn say that at »o effects of nyTn \y Non were reversed. ynnmit npoa. (We
learned about it in ©»nn way shiur.) No yan 7%, no death. But Yyn xon plunged
them back into mortality.

So death is result of S yn xon.

But - if they had no 7nx>, how did xvn happen? Answer in 7y X1):
Y D22Y 7PN 1N M PINIY NIV DY N PNNI JTPY XON DIV NN ORIV WY XD H72DIN
DY’N 92 XN NN OND

But if there would have been no Y%y there would have been no v7ny. So why did
there have to be a Yyn xon to be ©>17Y NaWN NIN?

End of history: 2701915 o». So why not go there directly? Which is what
happened at »o: n7apn took us with x> o¥o”, overawed us with revelation,
forcibly brought us up to highest spiritual state.

But that is not the ultimate own y¥7. The ultimate goal should come about
through nawn - there should be nxmv and evil in the world - and in man - which
man, by his own efforts, overcomes. We don't understand why - why not go the
short and easy way - but that is the inscrutable own y¥n.

And therefore he allowed the Yyn xvn to happen, so that death and evil - which
had momentarily been defeated - were relased back into the world. Why? m b
D17 Nwn - to launch the process of naywwn that eventually - over the course of
history - would defeat them.



The nmy1x M9 - the instrument with which the nximo of death is cleansed -
represents that entire process of n2ywwn and nbxa with which death and evil are to
be overcome. And that fact that the nns itself is a cow - a mature Yy -
demonstrates that in the Divine plan the purpose of the Yyn xon itself was to
launch the process of n2ywn which the n19s represents.

And therefore nnmy1x N9 is the ultimate pn. The pinis not in the details of the
laws of nmyTx N9 - but, rather, in the very need for the nn9, in the need for there
to be death and evil and pain in the world at all. The pn is not the N1 but the Sy,
which made the nn9 necessary, and which made death and sorrow the
companions of life and joy.

That is the mystery that caused 75nn nnbw to cry in despair: XM NPINN SNINN
2NN NPIN.

We stand at the beginning of ywn vin, that very month in which the Yyn xon
took place, and which marks the beginning of the period of o»xnn 3, the tragic
three weeks before the y27n - the result of those tragic processes which the xon
2»n unleashed - took place.

And we stand at the end of a week in which death and tragedy have again been
visited upon our people in YN NN,

And it is appropriate that we enter this month with the reading of nnyTx nn9.
Because this nv1a reminds us that while nxmw is strong, it is not invincible. The
nxmv of death can be purified; and, ultimately, death itself will be defeated. And
if the existence of nxmv, of death and evil, is a pn, a mystery, rooted in the
inscrutable will of the oYy Sw a9, ultimately we are assured that even the xvon
2yn, which released nxmv back into the world, was meant o245 naywn mmno, to
open the way to nawwn, just as these dark days of o»xnn 2, which lie ahead,
lead on to the days of n2ywn and renewal, just beyond.



